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P
olitically isolated 
within the CFCM 
(French Council 
of the Muslim 
Faith), following 

the adoption of a “charter of 
principles” rejecting “foreign 
interference and the instru-
mentalization of Islam for 
political purposes”, the three 
currents of so-called “poli-
tical” Islamism, which are 
‘Musulmans de France’ (ex-
UOIF, the French branch of 
the Muslim Brotherhood), 
‘Foi et pratique’ (linked to the 
Tabligh movement) and ‘Mil-
li Gürüs’ (the Turkish branch 
of the Muslim Brotherhood), 
also find themselves under 
heavy fire from the Depart-
mental Cells for the Fight 
against Islamism and Com-
munity Withdrawal (CLIR), 
whose increased controls 
have hit these Islamist orga-

nisations hard, particularly in 
the wallet!

Barely one year after the 
creation of the first CLIR, set 
up in Bobigny on 21 February 
2020 (3 days after President 
Macron’s speech on Islamist 
separatism on 18 February 
in Mulhouse), 101 of these 
cells, steered by the prefects, 
have been created. They now 
cover the entire French terri-
tory. And according to a first 
report, established by the In-
terior Ministry, on 3 March 
2021, the CLIRs have carried 
out 7112 controls, which have 
led to the closure of 492 esta-
blishments open to the public 
and, above all, have imposed 
a record number of financial 
adjustments on Islamist asso-
ciations: 42.5 million euros! 

While waiting for the pro-
mulgation of the “law rein-
forcing the respect of the prin-

FIGHTING ISLAMISM AND  
COMMUNITY RETREAT

The Muslim  
Brotherhood hit  
in the wallet! 

Showcase of the Muslim Brotherhood, IESH Saint Denis was closed for infringement of the rules applicable to establishments open to the public.

ciples of the Republic”, which 
will incriminate “separatism” 
and “hate discourse”, descri-
bed by the Interior Minister, 
Gérald Darmanin, as a “bree-
ding ground for terrorism”, 
the public authorities only 
have two levers to target sepa-
ratist organisations and places 
of worship: a direct link with 
terrorism or infringements of 
the rules applicable to establi-
shments open to the public.

According to our sources, 
the Minister Delegate for 
Citizenship, Marlène Schia-
ppa, has sent the prefectures, 
which manage the CLIRs, an 
“operational tool” intended to 
“mobilise all the levers to hin-
der sources of separatism”, in 
the form of 15 thematic action 
sheets (school inspections, 
inspections of associations 
and places of worship, refer-
rals to Tracfin, etc.)

Money being the sinews of 
the (ideological) war waged 
by Islamist organisations, 
and especially the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which are 
masters of financial Taqqiya 
(duplicity) designed to hide 
their assets and sources of 
funding, the referrals by the 
CLIRs to Tracfin (an agency 
of the French Ministry of the 
Economy and Finance res-
ponsible for the fight against 
tax fraud, money laundering 
and terrorist financing) as 
well as to other social orga-
nisations (CAF, URSAAF, 
Labour Inspectorates, etc.), 
are proving to be a formi-
dable weapon for hitting the 
Islamists in the wallet: 42.5 
million euros of adjustments, 
that’s as much money that 
will not be used for indoctri-
nation and the propagation of 
Islamist hate speech!  

Islamo-leftism does exist... and what’s more, it kills!

T
he term “Islamo-leftism” is 
controversial. It is imprecise and 
too conflating and does not dis-
tinguish Islam from Islamism. 
And thus, it adds grist to the 

mill of Islamist propaganda that aims to tax 
any criticism of Islam as Islamophobia (ano-
ther deliberately amalgamating term!). This is 
why, at Global Watch Analysis, we prefer to 
use more explicit expressions such as “leftist 
collabos of Islamism” or “useful idiots of Is-
lamism” instead of the term “Islamo-leftism”.

However, “Islamo-leftism”, in the sense 
of the compromise of certain components or 
movements of the extreme left with Islamism 
(political or jihadist) does exist. 

A long investigation carried out in 2004, for 
the needs of our book “Ben Laden, la destruc-
tion programmée de l’Occident” published 
that year by Jean Picollec, shows that this “Is-
lamo-leftism” does not only kill the debate of 
ideas in French universities!

Indeed, after the al-Qaeda bombings in Nai-
robi and Dar es Salaam in August 1998 and 

the attacks of 9/11, many far-left groups deve-
loped a macabre fascination with the ‘resoun-
ding victory’ that Osama Bin Laden’s men 
had won against the American ‘imperialist 
monster’.

This led to an ideological blindness, which 
saw groups like the Basque ETA, the Spani-
sh GRAPO, the Italian Red Brigades or the 
Greek “17 November” give their support, 
ideological and operational, to Al-Qaeda, 
considering, as Ilich Ramiez Sanchez, alias 
Carlos, did in his time, that “revolutionary Is-
lamism has taken over from communism, to 
become the spearhead of the global anti-impe-
rialist struggle”. 

(*) Read pages 14 & 15
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ISIS leader 
reported in 
Mosul area 

The new emir of 
ISIS, Amir Mo-

hamad Abdel Rahman 
Al-Mawla al-Salbi, is 
believed to be in the Mo-
sul region, according to 
information intercepted 
by the Iraqi secret ser-
vices. Several Western 
reports warn of a return 
in force of ISIS in this 
same region. Several 
groups have  
been reconstituted there 
and the terrorist orga-
nisation is using its war 
chest to provide them 
with weapons, notably 
missile launchers and  
armed drones bought 
from suppliers usually  
acting on behalf of 
pro-Iranian Iraqi  
militias.
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O n his way to Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, in the 
dark hours following the assassination of Sa-
muel Paty, Emmanuel Macron was well ins-
pired to chant: they shall not pass, inspired by 
no pasarán!, the famous slogan of the partisans 
of the Second Spanish Republic (1936-1939), 
which has since become the rallying cry of all 
anti-fascist struggles throughout the world... 

Because, yes, it is indeed Islamic fascism that we are dealing with! 
From the attack on Charlie Hebdo, in January 2015, to the beheading 
of Samuel Paty, in October 2020, France has become aware, in pain 
and blood, that the enemies of freedom are not only those radicalised 
young Westerners, born in the West of Allah, who attack their own fel-
low citizens with a knife or a car. It is also - and above all - the ideolo-
gists of hate (ulemas, imams, preachers and political-media activists), 
experienced in the art of dissimulation and duplicity, who distil a sec-
tarian and hateful discourse, which incites to community withdrawal, 
sings the praises of being within their own community and demonises 
the Other. Then, when one of the victims of their inciting discourse 
seizes a weapon to fight against the Other, portrayed in their preaching 
as impious and impure, they hasten to condemn this violence that they 
themselves have provoked, in order to better assert the so-called “mo-
deration” of their doctrine of the “middle ground”! 

Faced with this Islamic fascism, the real question is not so 
much whether it is Islam that is radicalising or whether 

it is radicality that is becoming Islamic. The real issue 
is to open our eyes and become aware that Islamist 
currents long considered as moderate, or even as 
alternatives to extremism, are in fact serving as an 
antechamber to a (deliberate, planned, deliberately 
provoked) shift towards radicalism and violence. 
Faced with this enemy, the battle is not military but 

ideological. For, whether it is jihadist or quietist, ar-
med or political, Islamism is part of the same fundamen-

talist and totalitarian ideology. And for this ideology “not 
to pass”, it would be appropriate to call it by its real name: Islamic 
fascism!

And what better example than the neo-sultan Erdogan, to illustrate 
the compromise of the so-called moderate Islamism with this green 
fascism ? 

For more than a decade (2003 - 2014), he was adored in the West as 
the symbol of a modern and moderate Islamism. Before he dropped 
the mask, for the last seven years, to become the new godfather of an 
Islamic fascism with imperial overtones, not hesitating, during one of 
his fiery speeches, to make threats against Europe - to which he once 
wanted to join - that are chilling: “I say, once again, to the Europeans 
who threaten us, if you continue to behave in this way, tomorrow no 
European or Western citizen, anywhere in the world, will be able to 
take a single step in peace in the street”!   

No pasarán ! 
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The Trump Administration’s 
decision to establish an AFRI-

COM base in Morocco has irritated 
the Algerian authorities. Algiers is 
said to have threatened to suspend all 
cooperation with the United States, 
particularly on the burning security 
issues in the Sahel and Libya.
According to our sources, the new 
Pentagon boss, Lloyd Austin, is very 
anxious to calm down the dispute 
between Algeria and Morocco, which 
has been aggravated by Trump’s 
decision to recognise the “Morocca-

nity of Western Sahara”, in return for 
normalisation with Israel. 
The Pentagon is working to calm Al-
giers’ anger: ultra-modern AWACS-
type reconnaissance aircraft are being 
offered to the Algerian army to stren-
gthen its anti-terrorist capabilities. 
And confidential notes are exchanged 
with Algiers, which mention terrorist 
projects developed by jihadist groups 
in the Sahel to extend their activities 
further north, taking advantage of 
the deterioration of security coopera-
tion between Algiers and Rabat.

Pentagon offers AWACS  
aircraft to Algiers

The Americans are trying to 
sound out the French autho-

rities discreetly to see if they would 
be prepared to deploy troops and/or 
air forces to Iraq. The aim is to fight 
against terrorism and to ward off 
attempts by ISIS to return in force. 
But also to fill the gap left by the 
American disengagement, in order 
to prevent the pro-Iranian militias 

from reversing the balance of power 
with the Baghdad government. 
In Paris, some defence advisors 
see an opportunity to strengthen 
military cooperation with Iraq. And 
in particular the acceleration of the 
negotiations concerning a sale of Ra-
fales which is favoured by the Prime 
Minister, Moustafa al-Kazimi, but 
which is still awaiting financing. 

Is Paris considering  
sending troops to Iraq? 

As part of Operation Chammal (the code name given, 
since September 2014, to the actions of the French 

armed forces within the international coalition against ter-
rorism in the Middle East), the aircraft carrier Charles de 
Gaulle will very soon carry out a long anti-terrorist mission 
in the Arabian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. 

Anti-terrorism mission for  
the Charles de Gaulle aircraft 
carrier in the Middle East

Beijing has been 
quietly pursuing 

diplomatic initiatives to 
ease tensions with the 
Biden Administration. 
According to our sources, 
these attempts at appea-
sement are led by a small 
team of senior Party of-
ficials and close advisors 
to the Chinese president, 
under the aegis of Yang 
Jiechi, former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs (2007 - 
2013) and former Chinese 
ambassador to Washing-
ton (2001 - 2005).

China wants 
to reconnect 
with the  
Biden Admi-
nistration

French authorities are concerned about intensive lobbying by the Chinese 
firm Huawei, with several former French ministers and prime ministers, 

more than 180 parliamentarians and many officials in the telecoms sector. 
The government quietly intervened, reminding all these personalities of the 
need to “stay back” on these sensitive issues.

France concerned about Chinese 
lobbying in the phone sector

Biden wants a major  
international conference  
on global democracy

The Biden Administration plans to organise a 
major international conference on global de-

mocracy as soon as the pandemic allows. The aim 
will be to bring together as many countries and 
governments as possible for a global summit on 
respect for human rights and international conven-
tions, the fight against terrorism and nuclear 
non-proliferation.

To avoid the criticism levelled at 
his predecessor, Xavier Drien-
court, the new French ambassador 

in Algiers, François Gouyette, is said to 
have received confidential instructions 
from the Elysée Palace forbidding him 

to receive or meet representatives of the 
Hirak, the popular protest movement 
demanding regime change in Algeria.
According to our sources, the Elysée 
also demanded a change of diploma-
tic personnel in Algiers, imposing in 

particular on the new ambassador the 
arrival of a new political adviser, in 
the person of Souhire Medini, who has 
a double advantage: a perfect Arabic 
speaker, she also has strong diplomatic 
connections in Africa.

French ambassador in Algiers:  
Ban on meeting representatives of the Hirak!

French diplomacy is mul-
tiplying its efforts and 

initiatives to try to relaunch 
the negotiations for a return 
to the Vienna Agreement on 
Iranian nuclear energy as soon 
as possible. The aim is to get 
ahead of the Iranian presiden-
tial election campaign, which 
will start in mid-June. 

The electoral context is  
likely to be favourable to  
the positions of the conser-
vatives and the Pasdaran 
opposed to the extension of 
the nuclear negotiations to 
other sensitive issues, such as 
ballistic missiles or Iranian 
expansionism in the Middle 
East.   

Nuclear: Paris wants to relaunch negotiations  
before the Iranian presidential campaign

French investigations following the banning of the 
Islamist NGO Barakacity and the Collective Against 

Islamophobia in France (CCIF) have revealed close links 
with the MIT (Turkish secret services). 
According to our sources, the head of Barakacity, Idriss 
Sihamedi, has made several trips to the Syrian zone over 
the past two years, under the protection of the MIT. As for 
the CCIF, it would have maintained close relations with the 
COJEP (Council for Justice, Equality and Peace), an NGO 
controlled by the Turkish services.

The French subsidiaries of the Moroccan bank Chaabi 
Bank are at the heart of an investigation by Tracfin, 

the French Ministry of Economy and Finance’s agency in 
charge of the fight against tax fraud, money laundering and 
terrorist financing. The investigations concern in particular 
accounts belonging to people close to the Muslim Brothe-
rhood. 

The Turkish connections of 
the CCIF and Barakacity

Moroccan Chaabi Bank  
at the heart of a French  
investigation into Muslim 
Brotherhood relatives

According to a confi-
dential French memo, 

cadres of the Algerian Isla-
mist movement Rachad were 
discreetly received by the 
MIT (Turkish secret services) 
in Antalya and Istanbul. The 
Rashad emissaries were pro-
mised financial and logistical 
assistance to strengthen their 
propaganda activities. 
Their Turkish hosts put them 
in touch with other Arab 
Islamist dissidents who run 
media outlets broadcasting 
from Turkey, including 
Libyan Ali al-Salabi, the 
head of the Aharar Libya 
TV channel, and Egyptian 
Ayman Nour, the main 
shareholder of al-Sharq TV.
According to the same note, 
Mourad Dhina and Mo-
hamed Larbi Zitout, two 
prominent leaders of Ra-
chad, also had contacts with 
the close entourage of Azmi 
Bechara, special adviser to 
the Emir of Qatar and owner 
of the London-based televi-
sion channel al-Araby. 
The aim of these steps would 
be to raise funds to launch a 
TV channel to link Rashad’s 
discourse, which will be 
based in London or Istanbul.  

Algerian  
Rachad 
movement 
coached  
by Turkish  
services 

Scan the QR 
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threatening 

that no Euro-
pean or Wes-

tern citizen 
will be able to 
walk in peace 
on the streets 

anymore.     

 The guide of the 
Iranian revolution, 

Ali Khamenei
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The Elysée is preparing 
two international  
conferences 
on Africa

The Elysée is working on two plans for international 
conferences on Africa, the dates of which are still to be 
determined, depending on the evolution of the Covid 19 
pandemic.

The first will be held, most probably this summer in 
Bordeaux, and will bring together the Heads of State of 
French-speaking African countries. The second will be a major 
conference devoted to African debt, which President Macron 
wants to organise in cooperation with the IMF and the World 
Bank, involving countries such as China and Japan, which are 
heavily involved in the indebtedness of African countries.

Macron wants to  
mutualise the manage-
ment of African debt

The conference that the Elysée Palace is preparing on 
African debt will be an opportunity for President Macron 
to negotiate with China a project that is particularly close 
to his heart, which aims to mutualise the management 
of African debt, in order to include it in a framework of 
international cooperation that will be dealt with at the 
major world summits, such as the G20 or the UN General 
Assembly.

The aim is to prevent China from indebting African 
countries too much, and then using this debt to increase 
its political influence. And also to limit Chinese control of 
certain public sectors on the African continent.

According to our sources, China has shown positive 
signs, following the proposals transmitted by Paris. Without 
wanting to make it a general rule, Beijing said it was ready 
to discuss with France certain African debts that could 
effectively be managed together.     

An African tour  
by Macron...  
as soon as Covid 
allows it! 

The French President is planning an 
African tour, the timing of which will 
depend on the evolution of the Covid 19 
pandemic. Several stages will be on the 
agenda, including a trip to the Sahel, two 
visits to Angola and South Africa, and 
probably a third to Madagascar.     

Biden also  
wants his African 
summit 

The Biden administration is also 
preparing a major African summit to be 
held in Washington as soon as the health 
situation allows. According to our sources, 
this project was suggested to the new 
administration by former President Barack 
Obama. It aims to bring together 100 
African Heads of State and government 
around three main themes: human rights, 
counter-terrorism and the fight against 
corruption.

To this end, very precise biographical 
notes on the main African Heads of state 
have been commissioned from independent 
experts. This is particularly the case in 
France, concerning French-speaking Africa.      

Washington 
welcomes  
inter-African 
mediation

The new US State Department 
team believes that African heads of 
state should be encouraged to play a 
greater role in resolving conflicts on 
their continent, without relying on the 
UN or the AU every time. A model is 
given as an example: the mediation 
initiatives undertaken by the president 
of the Republic of Congo, Denis Sassou-
Nguesso in Libya and in the Great 
Lakes region.           

 Video 
conference 

from the 
Elysée Palace 

between 
President 

Macron and 
African lea-

ders meeting 
in N’Djamena 

on February 
15, 2021.
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Workers in a 
textile factory 
in Istanbul, in 
the Bayrampasa 
district, populated 
by a majority of 
immigrants from 
Bosnia.

 Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan surrounded by veiled girls in a Koranic school during his visit to Novi Pazar on October 11, 2017

By Ian Hamel, special correspondent  
in Istanbul (Turkey) 

I
n the popular district of Bayrampasa, located 
on the European side of Istanbul, it is diffi-
cult to miss the imposing building of the Tur-
key-Bosnia and Sandjak “culture and solida-
rity” association. The Sandjak is a small region 

shared between Serbia and Montenegro since the 
Balkan wars of 1912-1913 and is mainly popu-
lated by Bosnians. 

The district of Bayrampasa, known as “Little 
Bosnia”, has nearly 300,000 inhabitants, more than 
half of whom come from the Balkans, mainly from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Adran Liçina has been a lo-
cal politician for many years. He is originally from 
Montenegro. So is Hilmi Erden, the vice-president 
of the association. 

“Bosnians arrived in Turkey in successive 
waves. During the world wars, they were always 
the main victims of atrocities. Then, during the 
communist period, around 1950-60, Yugoslavia 
tried to reduce the number of Muslims. It encou-
raged the departure of Bosnians. Then, of course, 
the war, starting in 1992, caused 40,000 Bosnians 
to flee. They came to Turkey, which has always 
given them help,” says the association’s vice-pre-
sident. Since 1999, the association has owned this 
large complex, which includes a restaurant and 
large reception rooms. Officially, this house, dedi-
cated to the glory of the friendship between Turkey 
and Bosnia, was financed by the members and in-
habitants of the neighbourhood.         

“Did you know that four million Bosnians live 
in Turkey? Not only in Istanbul. They are found in 
the east of the country. In the villages, the Bosnians 
keep their languages and traditions and teach them 
to their children. It’s a bit different in the big cities,” 
says Adran Liçina. In fact, officially, there are only 
two million Bosnians in Turkey. But that is almost 
as many as in Bosnia-Herzegovina (2.2 million). 
The rest of the population is made up of Serbs and 
Croats. 

This explains the Turkish president’s interest in 
the country. In 2018, during the election campaign, 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan held one of his main rallies 
abroad in Sarajevo. “Allahu Akbar!” and “Sultan 
Erdogan” the crowd shouted, while Bakir Izetbe-
govic, the country’s Muslim leader, called for 
a vote for Erdogan, “a man whom God has sent 
you!”. AFP, which attended the meeting, held in 
the Zetra hall of the 1984 Winter Olympics ice 
rink, points to the huge portraits of Erdogan and 
Atatürk. In 2016, the Turkish president invited to 
the wedding of his daughter Bakir Izetbegovic, 
whose political party, the Party of Democratic 
Action (SDA), founded by her father, Alija Izetbe-
govic, in 1990, is close to Erdogan’s Justice and 
Development Party (AKP). 

Should we already be talking about “neo-Otto-
manism”? For the record, the Balkans, and Bosnia 
in particular, were under Ottoman rule for more 
than four centuries, until 1878. 

Unlike Libya, Ankara apparently does not 
need to intervene militarily in Bosnia to bring this 
country (one of the poorest in Europe) back into its 
fold. This recolonisation also involves a rewriting 
of Bosnian history and the origin of the Bosnians. 

Far from being southern Slavs, like their Ser-

NEO-OTTOMAN EXPANSIONISM IN THE BALKANS

According to Ankara’s propaganda, 
Bosnians are Turks!  
Contrary to the official story, Bosnians should no longer be considered as South Slavs, like Serbs and Croats, 
but as Turks. This is what the regime of Recep Tayyip Erdogan proclaims. Nostalgic for the Ottoman Empire, 
he intends to regain control of the Balkans.   

bian and Croatian neighbours, the Bosnians are a 
Turkish tribe... At least that is what Doctor Mus-
tafa Kahramanyol, author of a small book entitled 
“Bosnia and the Bosnians”, generously distributed 
by the Turkey-Bosnia and Sandjak Association, 
claims. Born in Novi Pazar, the largest city in the 
Serbian Sandjak, Mustafa Kahramanyol studied 
medicine in Ankara and served in the Turkish ar-
med forces. According to him, not only is the Bos-
nian language of Turkish origin, but the Bosnians 
embraced Islam even before the Ottoman Empire 
colonised the Balkans!

The author does not mention that from the 10th 

century onwards, the Bosnians, like the Bulgarians 
and Serbs before them, had been seduced by Bogo-
milism, a heterodox Christian movement founded 
by a former Bulgarian Orthodox priest named Bo-
gomil. Tombstones attributed to the Bogomils still 
exist in the Balkans, particularly in Bosnia. This 
sect, which rejected the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
as corrupt, was considered heretical by the official 
Christian churches. According to some historians, 
the persecution suffered by the Bogomils favoured 
the conversion of some of them to Islam when the 
Ottomans arrived. 

Mustafa Kahramanyol is not content to disguise 
the past; he violently challenges the West, which 
is guilty of “concealing the evidence of intimacy 
between Bosnians and Turks” and “portraying 
their common history as evil”. For the author, the 
peoples of the Balkans did not rise up to drive out 
the Ottoman occupiers in the 19th century. It was 
“under the influence of foreign powers that rebel-
lions broke out in the Ottoman territories of the 
Balkans”. Moreover, “the Catholic Church worked 
tirelessly to abjure the Bosnians and to Christianise 
their children”. The pamphlet “Bosnia and the 

Bosnians” states that the Christians “deliberately 
and systematically exterminated from Spain, Por-
tugal, Southern France, Sicily, Dalmatia, Hungary, 
every corner of the Balkans the peoples outside the 
Church”.

The author goes so far as to denounce “the re-
peated attacks on Bosnians during the 1992-1995 
war” by the West. This is a particularly absurd 
untruth. The European Union, on the contrary, sup-
ported the Muslim Bosnians against the Christian 
Serbs, and later the Muslim Kosovars against the 
Serbs during the last Balkan war.

The book, distributed by an association that 
sings of the fusion between the Turkish and Bos-
nian peoples, is a real declaration of war. It is in 
line with Recep Tayyip Erdogan who, since the 
summit of the Organisation of the Islamic Confe-
rence (OIC), held in Istanbul in December 2017, 
has posed as a defender of “all oppressed Muslims 
around the world”.    

The Sandjak, which is as large as Corsica and has a population of half a million, has 
few natural resources. But with a majority of Muslims, this small region is an essential 
link in the “green backbone” that runs through the Balkans, from Bosnia-Herzegovina 
to Kosovo and Albania.  

By Ian Hamel, special correspondent  
in Novi Pazar (Serbia)

T
he walls of the main pedestrian 
street in Novi Pazar, the region’s 
main town (60,000 inhabitants), 
are covered with posters calling 
for the autonomy of Sandjak, a 

victim of the Balkan wars of 1912-1913. Since 
then, this mountainous territory has been cut in 
two, shared between Montenegro and Serbia. 
Both countries are predominantly Orthodox 
Christian, while in the municipalities of Novi 
Pazar, Sjenica, Tutin and Rozaje, Muslims are 
dominant. 

Bakir Izetbegovic, the Bosnian Muslim lea-
der, arrived in Novi Pazar in 2016 to set up his 
political organisation, the Party of Democratic 
Action (SDA), and to demand autonomy for 
the Sandjak. Imagine the scandal if Germany 

For Erdogan, the reconquest 
of the Balkans goes through 
the Sandjak 

tried to install the CDU in Alsace! Or France to 
set up the République En Marche in Belgium! 

A year later, in October 2017, it was Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s turn to be given a hero’s wel-
come in the “capital” of the Sandjak. “Novi 
Pazar, my homeland, my favourite city,” pro-
claims the Turkish Head of State, while the 
cheering crowd screams “Sultan Erdogan” and 
“Allahu Akbar”.   

During his visit, Erdogan promises that Tur-
key will support “all economic and social de-
velopment activities in the Sandjak”. Starting 
with the construction of a bridge, a kinder-
garten, the distribution of 200 Turkish bicycles 
and the restoration of the hammam, the oldest 
in the Balkans, dating from 1591. The oldest 
mosque in the city centre, at the entrance to the 
bazaar, dates back to 1528. The minaret, badly 
damaged, is currently undergoing a rejuvena-
tion treatment. These are two strong symbols 

of the Turkish presence for several centuries in 
the Balkans. 

And after the autonomy of Sandjak, what 
will be the next demand? Attachment to Bos-
nia or even independence? And the creation of 
a “rump” state, without resources, surviving 
thanks to the manna of Istanbul and the genero-
sity of the already very active Turkish NGOs?

Serbia nevertheless protested after the visit 
of Bosnian Muslim leader Bakir Izetbegovic to 
the Sandjak. “The policy of the Bosnian lea-
ders aims at destabilising the region and pro-
voking new confrontations with Serbia and the 
Serbian people”, denounced the Serbian Forei-
gn Minister. On the other hand, there was radio 
silence from Belgrade, following the declara-
tion of love made by the “Sultan” Erdogan in 
Novi Pazar.        

“In fact, as a victim of its poor economic 
health, Serbia is forced to be welcoming to Tur-

kish investments, especially as we are shunned 
by the European Union. Turkish soaps, glo-
rifying the Ottoman Empire, are shown on our 
TV channels. Our shops are filled with cheap, 
medium-quality Turkish products. Since the 
last Balkan war, the Serbs, abandoned by 
the West, have become more and more self-
conscious about Muslims,” says a Belgrade 
journalist who wishes to remain anonymous. 
As proof, the imposing Faculty of Islamic Stu-
dies, on the main square of Novi Pazar, was 
built without any authorisation. In 2017, it 
was extended by 700 m2, just as illegally. The 
Serbian authorities let this happen for fear of 
seeing thousands of people take to the streets.   

Didn’t 5,000 Muslims take to the streets of 
Novi Pazar after the attacks on Charlie Heb-
do in January 2015 to call for “respect for 
religious feelings”? Imam Irfan Malic, of the 
Islamic community of Serbia, considered that 
the journalists of Charlie Hebdo “insulted 1.5 
billion Muslims”, which is why “the Muslims 
of Sandjak feel morally obliged to go out to-
day to say that each one of them would give 
his life for Mohammed”, reports the Courrier 
des Balkans.

The inhabitants of Novi Pazar, who are 
not enrolled in the Faculty of Islamic Studies 
(FIS), can still catch up on their classes. They 
are broadcast, without cuts, in the evening, by 
the local television! In front of the university 
bookshop, there is a choice of books: the books 
of Hassan al-Banna, the founder of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, presented by the Qatari preacher 
Youssef al-Qaradhawi, or the illustrated life of 
Alija Izetbegovic, Bakir’s father, president of 
Bosnia during the last Balkan war. In 1943, as a 
young man, Alija Izetbegovic had shown some 
sympathy for the Waffen-SS Handschar divi-
sion, composed of Muslims, which was active in 
the Balkans. As for the book Islamofobija, over 
600 pages long, it recounts in detail the “atroci-
ties inflicted on Muslims by the godless West”. 

Young people from the Sandjak have left to 
fight in Syria and Iraq. In total, there are about 
twenty, perhaps thirty jihadists. But the sub-
ject remains taboo and the leading authorities 
of Islam in Serbia prefer to ignore it, claiming 
that Muslims “have nothing to do with terro-
rism”. In the local press, Mufti Mevlud Dudic 
asserts that “terrorism, which is the greatest 
evil, knows neither religion nor nation”, deplo-
ring the fact that “homicides of innocent people 
committed by Christians are never called 
Christian terrorism”...

The Sandjak crossroads of radical Islam? 
This is not the first impression left on the vi-
sitor. He discovers a region in slow motion, 
plagued by unemployment, deserted by young 
people, attracted by Turkey or the European 
Union. On the Montenegrin side, a taxi driver, 
whose brother lived in France, pointed out to us 
all along the road, between Berane and the bor-
der, passing through Rozaje, the many factories 
abandoned since the break-up of Yugoslavia. 
On the other hand, Christians and Muslims 
seem to cohabit without any problem. Some 
municipalities in the Sandjak, such as Nova Va-
ros, Priboj, Andrijevica, remain predominantly 
Orthodox. 

Despite this, there are signs that we are on the 
right track. Our “fixer”, a telecoms engineer, 
a perfect English speaker, has never stopped 
praising Turkey. According to him, Turkey has 
opened up the Sandjak by building roads and 
creating jobs in the textile industry. Suleyman 
took us to visit the Orthodox monastery of Dur-
devi Stupovi, founded in 1168 and listed as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Overlooking 
Novi Pazar, it was burnt down five times by 
the Ottomans during their wars with the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire. But for this young edu-
cated Muslim, who says he has many Christian 
friends, there was no doubt that it was the Serbs 
who had destroyed their monastery in 1912! In 
order to blame it on the Muslims...   

The fastest way to 
reach the Sandjak was 
by air from Istanbul 
to Pristina, the capital 
of Kosovo. The capital 
of Kosovo is 110 
kilometres from Novi 
Pazar, the largest city 
in the Sandjak, which is 
located in Serbia. This 
means a journey of about 
two hours. Arriving in 

A “SLOW 
JOURNEY” 
FROM ISTANBUL 
(TURKEY) 
TO NOVI PAZAR 
(SERBIA)  

Pristina shortly after 8 
am, we naively thought 
that we would arrive at 
our destination by the 
end of the morning. 

This was without 
taking into account 
the wounds that have 
not yet healed between 
Serbs and Kosovars. 
After Mitrovica, we were 
blocked for more than 

an hour by the Serbian 
customs officers. After 
long negotiations, they 
finally refused us entry, 
whereas previously, the 
Kosovars had made no 
difficulty in letting us 
pass. There was only one 
solution: to go back to 
Pec (an hour and a half 
away by road), on the 
other side of Kosovo, and 

then cross the mountains 
to reach Montenegro.

The wait is long, 
because of the traffic, but 
the Montenegrin customs 
officers are quite friendly. 
We now have two exits 
from Kosovo on our 
passports on the same 
day... It is then difficult to 
find an accommodation 
in Rozaje, the first town 

after the border. We have 
to push on to Berane 
(10,000 inhabitants), to 
find a hotel for the night. 

Departure the next 
morning. The Serbian 
border is only about fifty 
kilometres from Berane. 
But the Serbian customs 
officers abuse their 
favourite distraction: 
the strike of zeal. It 

takes almost two hours 
for our documents to be 
stamped. We finally see 
Novi Pazar only in the 
afternoon, a day and a 
half after our arrival at 
Pristina airport. 

Is it really surprising if 
the Balkan populations 
start to regret the time 
of Tito’s communist 
dictatorship?  
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 Eid prayer on the esplanade of the Kokonozi Mosque in Tirana, May 24, 2020.

By Ian Hamel, special correspondent  
in Tirana (Albania)

A word of advice before discovering 
Albania: don’t be satisfied with 
Ismaïl Kadaré’s books and inter-
views, the country’s most pres-
tigious writer. First, he has been 

living in France since 1990. Secondly, he was 
born in Gjirokastra, near the border with Gree-
ce. Although secular, he comes from an ortho-
dox family. In Barbarian Times. From Albania 
to Kosovo, he states that “The East is a mis-
fortune, a calamity. Albanian culture, Albanian 
aspiration, has always tended to break its ties 
with the East”. For Ismaël Kadaré, the future of 
Albania comes from the West. As for the most 
famous Albanian personality in the world, it is 
undoubtedly Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, better 
known as Mother Teresa, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, who died in 1997 and was canonised by 
the Catholic Church. She was not born in Alba-
nia, but in an Albanian family in Skopje, in Nor-
thern Macedonia. A study by the Religioscope 
website, entitled “Christianity and Albanian 
identity”, recalls that the erection of a statue of 
Mother Teresa in Shkodra, the large city in nor-

NEO-OTTOMAN EXPANSIONISM IN THE BALKANS

Albania,  the Erdogan’s 
mission land
Pampered during the five centuries of Ottoman occupation, Albania, unlike its neighbours, hardly 
rose up at the beginning of the 20th century to gain its independence. As a result, the Turks still feel at 
home in Tirana today. And while the population, mostly Muslim, is not very practising, it has inherited 
the largest mosque in the Balkans from Ankara..  

thern Albania, “provoked a strong controversy 
with local Islamic institutions in early 2006. 
A petition circulated among the faithful, and 
the city’s mufti, Haxhi Bashkim Bajraktar, de-
nounced it as a proselytising operation”1. 

These two giants, Mother Teresa and Ismael 
Kadare, make some outside observers forget 
that the majority of Albanians are Muslims. 
Mostly Sunni, with a minority that can be lin-
ked to Shiism, the Bektashis. This is originally 
a mystical Muslim brotherhood founded in the 
12th century in Turkey, with its world headquar-
ters in Tirana, the capital. During the five cen-
turies of Ottoman occupation, Albanians often 
held important positions in the administration 
and the army. The Egyptian rulers, in particu-
lar, were of Albanian origin. As a result, the po-
pulation does not have too bad a memory of the 
Ottoman presence.

400 TURKISH COMPANIES IN 
ALBANIA

Was it first out of “imperial nostalgia”, as a 
study by the French Ministry of Defence puts 
it - with a question mark - that Turkey rushed 
to the rescue of the ‘Land of the Eagles’ as 

soon as communism fell in the early 1990s? 
Ankara had at least two good reasons to 
intervene. First, after almost half a century of 
communist dictatorship, there were simply 
no local “capitalists” in Albania to invest. 
Secondly, it was a question of cutting the 
grass under the feet of the Greek neighbour, 
Turkey’s historical enemy. Especially since 
Albania has a large Greek minority in the 
south. Thus, Turkish investors in banks, tele-
communications, roads, hydroelectric power 
stations, hospitals, schools, donors via the Tur-
kish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TIKA), and humanitarian aid foundations, all 
of which are close to the AKP, Turkey’s ruling 
party, have invested massively in this small 
territory with no great natural resources.  

Alongside the 400 Turkish companies esta-
blished in Albania, TIKA restores the cultu-
ral and religious heritage and gives language 
courses. Foundations are opening medersas. 
“Turkish secondary schools such as Turgut 
Özal, Mehmet Akif or universities such as 
Epoka and Bedr play an important role, not 
only in the training of young graduates, but 
also in the penetration of a certain religious 
influence among the population,” notes the 
Courrier des Balkans, in a report entitled, “Re-

400 Turkish 
companies are 
established in 
Albania in the 
sectors of banks, 
telecoms, 
construction, 
hydroelectric 
power stations, 
hospitals and 
schools ...

gional relations: Albania, Turkey’s best friend 
in the Balkans”2. As education systems have 
collapsed since the fall of communism, Turki-
sh schools are considered the best. They are at-
tended by the offspring of the bourgeoisie and 
the political class. And in order to be hired as 
a priority in Turkish companies, going to their 
schools becomes a prerequisite.  

DRUGS ACCOUNT FOR  
THE THIRD OF GDP

A few steps from the Parliament and Skan-
derberg Square in Tirana, the largest mosque 
in the Balkans will soon rise, with its four mi-
narets. It will be able to accommodate 4500 
to 5000 worshippers. President Erdogan, who 
sees himself as the protector of Muslim com-
munities in the Balkans, came in person in 2015 
to lay the foundations of this Islamic centre, 
which will also include a library, study rooms 
for learning the Koran and exhibition rooms. 
While Albania has only 2.8 million inhabitants, 
the master of Ankara likes to point out that Tur-
key has one million citizens of Albanian origin, 
who are very well integrated. 

When an earthquake hit the large port of 
Durres in November 2019, aid arrived from 
all over, from Greece, Italy, France, Serbia, 
Turkey. But ask the population today, and they 
are only grateful to their big brother Turkey. 
However, Le Monde diplomatique, in its Sep-
tember 2020 issue, points out that the reason 
many buildings collapsed on the waterfront 
was that they were built on sand or marshy 
ground. Fortunately, most of the buildings were 
empty, “because they were simple money-laun-
dering operations”, writes the monthly3. 

In a country where drug trafficking accounts 
for more than a third of GDP, launderers end 
up lacking imagination. Even in small towns, 
it is not uncommon to find, often built side by 
side, a dozen or so palaces, most of them de-
serted, selling a night at... twenty euros. In ad-
dition to the intensive local cultivation of can-
nabis, there is also the trade in heroin, which 
is planted in Afghanistan, processed in Turkey, 
and transits through Albania before reaching 
Western Europe via Italy. A former career sol-
dier, dismissed from the Albanian army, tells 
the Mediapart website that “the police pro-
tect the traffickers, and the drugs are exported 
abroad from the army’s air and naval bases”. 
Small planes are said to shuttle between Alba-
nia and southern Italy. The Porto Palermo mi-
litary base, only forty nautical miles from the 
Puglia coast, is said to have “become one of the 
export centres”4. When we took a ferry from 
Durres to Bari in Italy, we found that there were 
virtually no controls. In front of us, two passen-
gers, carrying huge bundles, boarded the ferry 
without being questioned, let alone searched.

Last year, the socialist Edi Rama, Albania’s 
Prime Minister since 2013, had asked the Euro-
peans not to “let his country bleed” by refusing 
it entry into the European Union. He was par-
tially heard, as Tirana received the green light 
from Brussels on 24 March 2020 to open ac-
cession negotiations. To speed up the talks, this 
great friend of Recep Tayyip Erdogan should 
continue to engage in the same blackmail that 
he has been exercising for years. Namely: if 
you don’t want Albania in the European Union, 
well, we will be forced to turn to Turkey...    

(1) “Christianity and Albanian identity”, Reli-
gioscope, May 2007.
(2) “Regional relations: Albania, Turkey’s 
best friend in the Balkans”, Le Courrier des 
Balkans, 15 October 2018. 
(3) “Albania, a ‘good student’ adrift”, Le Monde 
diplomatique, September 2020.
(4) “Albania: power, police and army  
are gangrened by drug trafficking”, Mediapart, 
16 November 2017. 

The largest mosque in the 
Balkans, financed by Turkey 
(40 million euros), is not in 
Sarajevo but in Tirana, the 
capital of Albania. As for Air 
Albania, it belongs to Turkish 
Airlines. While European 
capital, thirty years after 
the fall of the dictatorship, 
still hesitates to invest in this 
small republic plagued by 
organised crime, President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
strongly encourages Turkish 
companies to take an interest 
in all sectors of the economy 
of the ‘Land of Eagles’ 
(banks, with Kentbank, 
telecommunications, with 
Türk Telekom, mines, 
roads, hospitals, schools and 
universities). This is akin to a 
gentle “recolonisation”.

At the time of the fall of 
communism in 1991, Albania, 
which had lived in autarky 
since World War II, could 
not rely on local capital 
to get back on its feet (the 
bourgeoisie having been 
decapitated by the dictator 
Enver Hodja). It feared being 
swallowed up economically by 
its close neighbours, Greece 
and Italy, which were much 
richer and more powerful. 

The Turks immediately came 
to Tirana’s rescue by flooding 
the country with cheap 
products (agri-food, textiles). 

But it is especially since 
the AKP took power in 
2010 that Ankara has 
invested massively in all 
sectors in Albania. While 
Turkish foundations 
(notably the Humanitarian 
Aid Foundation, Insan 
Hak ve Hürriyetleri) are 
multiplying the number of 
Koranic schools, investing in 
the renovation of mosques 
and spreading the Turkish 
language and culture. The 
large mosque in Tirana, near 
the Parliament, covers 10,000 
m2 . It can accommodate 
5,000 worshippers. It has four 
fifty-metre-high minarets.  

In total, 400 Turkish 
companies are established in 
Albania. As for the Turkish 
army, it takes charge of the 
training of Albanian officers. 
And Turkey supported 
Albania’s entry into NATO in 
April 2009.              

Edi Rama, Albania’s Prime 
Minister since 2013, plays 
the “Turkish ticket”, while 
demanding his country’s 
entry into the European 

Union. In October 2019, 
Emmanuel Macron firmly 
opposed the opening of 
EU accession negotiations 
with Albania and Northern 
Macedonia (in order to avoid 
offering arguments to Marine 
Le Pen, a fierce opponent of 
any enlargement). But above 
all, this refusal allows the 
head of government to warn 
that Albania would be forced 
to turn to other economic 
players (in this case Turkey) if 
the EU closed its doors... 

A report by the French 
Ministry of Defence looks 
at “neo-Ottomanism” and 
denounces a “dangerous 
claim to a new hegemony” 
by Turkey in the Balkans. 
It asks the question: “Is this 
new Turkish commitment 
complementary to the 
objective of European 
integration, theoretically 
shared by all Balkan 
countries that are not yet 
members of the EU?”       

Turkey is also the main 
investor in Kosovo, a small 
country of 10,000 km2 and 
two million inhabitants, even 
more deprived of natural 
resources than Albania. 
Among the companies 

established in Kosovo, Enka 
Holding, Limak Holding, 
Türk Telecom, Demir Export, 
Aksoy Group, Newco Balkan 
Holding. Although there is 
also a small Catholic minority 
in Kosovo, it has been 
marginalised since the war 
against Serbia. The reasons? 
Very few Christians joined 
the ranks of the KLA, whose 
leaders were all Muslims. 

Ankara is promoting the 
creation of a “Great Albania”, 
with the removal last year of 
tariff barriers between the 
two countries and the free 
movement of people and 
goods between Albania and 
Kosovo. By 2025, the two 
states will coordinate their 
foreign policies and move 
towards joint diplomatic 
representation. The aim is 
to present the international 
community with a fait 
accompli. Especially since 
only Serbia is protesting 
against this merger. Who can 
guarantee that a “Greater 
Albania” will not then 
lay claim to territories in 
northern Macedonia and 
Montenegro, and even in 
Greece, which are also 
populated by Albanians?

“GREATER ALBANIA”: A SMOOTH 
TURKISH RECOLONISATION

 Demonstration of Kosovar women in front of the great mosque of Pristina, March 8, 2021, to protest against domestic violence.
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S Why does Erdogan  
dream of a new  
Ottoman Empire?

I
f there is indeed one reality on which the 
greatest specialists in world geopolitics 
agree today, it is the avowed and affirmed 
design of the neo-Ottoman Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan to restore Turkey to the brilliance 
and splendour it has known in a recent pe-
riod of its History.

In order to understand the dynamics of this 
ambition, we must go back to 10 August 1920, 
when, following the World War I, the Treaty of 
Sèvres was signed between the victorious Allies 
and the Ottoman Empire. This treaty, which was 
signed but never ratified or implemented by the 
ruler of the time, Sultan Mehmed VI, provided, 
among other things, for the official and defini-
tive renunciation by the empire of its Arab and 
African provinces. The treaty also provided for 
the imposition of severe territorial retreats within 
Anatolia itself, the shrinking of the Ottoman Em-
pire, which kept only Istanbul in Europe and the 
western part of Anatolia in Asia.

This treaty, agreed at Sèvres, provided for an 
autonomous territory for the Kurds encompas-
sing south-eastern Anatolia and according to cer-
tain articles of the treaty, the regions of Van, Bit-
lis, Trebizond and Erzurum (which disappeared 
in 1923 following the fall of the empire), were 
to be integrated into the independent Republic of 
Armenia.

The Treaty of Sèvres, which was a real humi-
liation for Turkey, was replaced in 1923 by the 

Treaty of Lausanne. Following Mustapha Ke-
mal’s nationalist successes and the abolition of 
the Sultanate of Constantinople, the allied powers 
accepted a revision of the 1920 peace agreements. 
The Treaty of Lausanne signed on 24 July 1923 
recognised the borders of modern Turkey, 
which renounced its former Arab provinces and 
conceded the island of Cyprus to the British and 
the Dodecanese islands to the Italians. 

For Erdogan, it was imperative to repair Mus-
tapha Kemal’s historical errors by recovering the 
lost territories, and this is his ultimate project today.

“Armenia must see that it will not achieve any 
results with the encouragement of the Western im-
perialists”, this sentence, uttered on 10 December 
in Baku, was part of the speech Erdogan gave 
alongside his friend Ilham Aliyev, President of 
Azerbaijan as part of the celebrations for the vic-
tory of the recent conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh. 

This territory is totally enclosed in a Turkish 
speaking Azeri area, where Armenians have been 
since the 1st century BC. Territory whose borders 
do not touch Armenia. 

Nagorno-Karabakh has been experiencing 
all sorts of difficulties for a long time, as it is at 
the heart of challenges of great powers (just like 
Armenia for that matter) which are at the same 
time Persia, the Ottoman Empire and the Russian 
Empire. 

At this crossroads, the Armenian Christian 
people have experienced many setbacks. At first 

independent, notably with the arrival of the So-
viets in 1920, in 1921 the Azerbaijan seized it. On 
5 June 1921, the Caucasian bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Bolshevik party, then chaired 
by Stalin, attributed Nagorno-Karabakh to Azer-
baijan. The Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
who had a 90% majority against 10% of Azeris, 
protested, of course. 

In 1988, with perestroika, anti-Armenian re-
volts and pogroms took place in Baku. The po-
groms of Sumgait (Azerbaijan) with a first flight 
into Nakhichevan, a 50/50 territory between the 
Armenians and the Azeris. Nagorno-Karabakh 
declared its independence in 1991 and this trig-
gered a war.

Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians won this war 
and acquired Azeri territories which they conti-
nued to occupy afterwards. In order to return these 
territories, they wanted to conclude an agreement 
with the Azerbaijanis in order to obtain indepen-
dence. Which Azerbaijan never accepted. 

Last fall, Turkey strongly supported Azerbaijan 
in its deadly war against Armenian people in this 
mountainous Caucasian enclave, which had been 
disputed for decades. Azerbaijan would not have 
been able to achieve military success in Karabakh 
without Turkey’s open political support.

One wonders why this small mountainous re-
gion, without natural resources and totally lan-
dlocked, could have triggered such passions and 
been the scene of bloody conflicts, resulting in at 
least 20,000 deaths since 1920 and almost a mil-
lion displaced persons?

For Turkey, beyond its cultural and linguistic 
links with Azerbaijan, it is a question of keeping 
an ascendancy over this country that will enable it 
to extend its influence as far as the Black Sea and 
the Caspian Sea. 

It was from Baku that Erdogan warned the 
Armenian leadership that he “will support the re-
capture of many territories by Azerbaijan.” It is 
therefore no secret that he has come across an ex-
pansionist policy in which all strategies are good 
and all excesses are permitted.

Thus, the master of Ankara allows himself to 
call France racist and Islamophobic, at a time 
when the debate on the law against separatism is 

in full swing. It’s a way for him to draw a line of 
divide between “us” and “them” in the minds of 
Muslims in France. Its goal ? Sow doubt in the 
collective mind and push French Muslim citizens 
towards a religious identity which would be (alle-
gedly) flouted and which should take precedence 
over all others.

In addition to these communal aims, Erdogan’s 
visceral hostility towards France shows that he 
has never forgiven Paris for his hostility to the en-
try of Turkey into the European Union. However, 
the neo Sultan of Ankara has definitely turned 
away from the European dream, to set his sights 
on Africa.

In the space of a few years, Turkey has grown 
from eight diplomatic representations to for-
ty-three on the African continent. And the Turki-
sh army, NATO’s second power after the United 
States, has set up military bases in Somalia and Su-
dan and has considerably strengthened its presence 
in the Sahel, thanks to the military cooperation 
agreement established last summer with Niger.

Thus, Erdogan dreams of asserting his lea-
dership on the African continent, to make it a new 
power that would be essential in global geopoli-
tics.  

By 
Malika  
Madi

Belgian novelist  
and essayist, latest book  
Maternité et Littérature,  
création et pro-création  

(Motherhood and Literature, 
creation and pro-creation),  

Éditions du Cygne,  
Paris, 2017.

Ottoman staging, during Erdogan’s speech 
in Ankara, February 9, 2021.

Atatürk (center) at a meeting of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, in April 1920.

W
hat is a fanatic,” 
Churchill said, “one 
who can’t change 
his mind and won’t 
change the subject.” 
The recent mas-
sacres taking place 

in the Caucasus remind us of that fanaticism 
that is more than a century old: the Armenian 
genocide in 1915. It is with this atrocious past 
that Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Islamist tyrant, 
renews his ties with this atrocious past by sup-
porting the Azeris - with jihadist militia force 
- in the fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh, a region 
populated by 90% Armenians. Half of the po-
pulation is displaced, fugitive and wandering. 
Like 105 years ago, it goes from one corner of 
hell to the next. 

This figure of the wandering Armenian doo-
med to massacre was the theme of a visiona-
ry Austrian Jewish writer, Franz Werfel. In a 
premonitory book – “The Forty Days of Musa 
Dagh” - published in 1933, the year Hitler came 
to power, Werfel reads through the Armenian 
genocide what awaited the Jews. He describes 
the epic story of a handful of villagers who flee 
the deportation by reaching the mountain: the 
“Musa Dagh”, this Mount Moses located in the 
north-west of Syria. The Ottoman Empire was 
collapsing. In the wake of this collapse and the 
stench of propaganda, the regime invented the 
fable of the inner enemy. It programmed the 
liquidation of an entire people. It was the first 
genocide of the 20th century: one and a half 

Erdogan the genocidal: The new massacre  
of Armenians in Nagorno Karabakh

A mass grave 
of victims of the 
1915’s Armenian 
genocide, in the 
Turkish village of 
Sheyxalan.

million dead. Shot, hanged, stabbed or dying 
of thirst and hunger in the desert in which they 
were forced to walk. “How did Franz Werfel 
know the mechanism and vocabulary of the 
Holocaust before the Holocaust?” asked Elie 
Wiesel when he discovered the book on his re-
turn from Auschwitz. In the 900 pages of this 
masterly account, we rediscover the immense 
loneliness of a people abandoned by all despite 
the formal protests of the usual protectors of 
the Armenians. Is this not the case today? In 
September 1915, however, the French navy fi-
nally landed at the foot of the Musa Dagh and 
evacuated the survivors. There are images of 
this rescue. One thinks, when watching them on 
the Internet, of the current European hypocrisy 
which does not dare to assert its defence of the 
Christians: the Armenians massacred in Nagor-
no-Karabakh like yesterday the Copts in Egypt, 
the “Nazarenes” of Mosul and other Iraqi lands 
of the calvary of the populations doomed to the 
knife of the jihadists. The same cutthroats who 
are resuming service in the Caucasus, enlisted 
by Erdogan. One of the heroes of Franz Wer-
fel and Musa Dagh is shot by a Turkish bullet, 
clutching a cross over his heart. So, in 2020, 
one more cross on the Armenians?

Their torture once again prefigures what 
awaits us, as Werfel foresaw in 1933 for his 
time, if, as far as Erdogan is concerned, se-
mi-reproachfulness, complete cowardice, and 
the absence of any real vision of danger per-
sist. In spite of the accumulating evidence. Be-
cause finally, the dictator has embalmed all the 

journalists suspected of making the slightest 
criticism. Yet he still finds on the western 
media scene some useful idiots to excuse his 
lightness! 

In the Mediterranean, this warlike confronta-

tion confronts a NATO member country, Gree-
ce, and multiplies threats and insults towards 
the president of another member country, 
France. His imprecations against Emmanuel 
Macron are indeed directly related to the vo-

cabulary of an Islamist preacher. And yet Erdo-
gan is still a member of NATO! 

This Muslim Brother snatched from the 
Hagia Sophia Basilica the status of a museum 
which the Ataturk endowed in 1934 to appease 
the two souls, Christian and Muslim, who were 
founding a reconciled nation. The first prayer 
is chanted by the tyrant and his court, between 
the ancestral Christian mosaics that have been 
carefully covered so as not to offend the shady 
beliefs of the believers. Another church has just 
been transformed in its turn into a mosque and 
the complete agenda of future conversions of 
buildings is examined in the White Palace of 
Ankara, the neo-Stalinist residence of Erdogan. 

This dangerous “Islam for all”, and of course 
for those who are not, also announced the in-
tervention in the Caucasus. And yet we saw 
nothing coming! We were content to confess 
our useless desolation without daring to call 
by name and history the ideology that animates 
the liquidator of the Kurds, the massacre of the 
Armenians, the denier of the genocide, the go-
dfather and financier of the jihadists. 

Erdogan, a real internal danger for our de-
mocracies with the power of his lobbies, is the 
bridgehead of Islamo-fascism.  

By
Martine 
Gozlan

Journalist and essayist,  
editor in chief at weekly  

magazine Marianne,  
specialist in Islamism and 

Middle-East affairs..

Atatürk, Erdogan’s 
death complex 

R
ecep Tayyip Erdogan, the Tur-
kish President, still cannot 
come to terms with the fact 
that the secularist Mustafa Ke-
mal Atatürk, the annihilator of 
the caliphate in 1924, is still an 
icon for the majority of Turks. 

Contrary to appearances, Erdogan is having a hard 
time with the almost sacred respect Atatürk enjoys, 
still considered the father of the Turkish nation, 82 
years after his death.

Erdogan feels modest compared to Atatürk, im-
mortalised in the preamble of the Turkish Consti-
tution as an “eternal leader” and presented in his-
tory books as a military hero who left an indelible 
mark. His photos, his statues, the memory of his 
birth and death are a great embarrassment to 
Erdogan, making him feel inferior.

A Sultan in the guise of a president, 
obsessed with the ghost of Atatü-
rk that haunts him everywhere, 
dreams of drowning him in obli-
vion before being democratical-
ly ousted from power by secu-
lar forces in Turkey. 

Thus, if Atatürk was the 
father of the Turks, as his nick-
name in Turkish indicates, Er-
dogan, with his crazy project to 
revive the caliphate, wants to be 
the father of all Muslims.  

Much has been made of Er-
dogan’s conversion of the Hagia 
Sophia Basilica from a museum 
to a mosque, but commentators 
have overlooked a key dimen-
sion of the issue, namely Erdo-
gan’s chronic complex towards 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. 

By attacking the Hagia So-
phia Basilica, Erdogan was in fact attacking the 
man who, by decree, secularised the religious buil-
ding and made a gift of it to humanity, transforming 
it into a National Museum, in 1934. Erdogan thus 
obtained his revenge: by cancelling the republican 
decree, he set the clocks back to Ottoman time. 
Saint Sophia has taken a giant leap backwards, to 
become a mosque again, as it was from 1553, the 
date of the occupation of Constantinople. 

This conversion of the former church into a 
mosque was a highly symbolic attack on Atatürk’s 
legacy. Erdogan is now following in the footsteps 
of Mehmed II the Conqueror (1432-1481) and not 
those of Atatürk (1881-1938). 

Erdogan instructed Turkey’s head of religious 
affairs (Diyanet) to snipe at Atatürk during the 
first Friday prayer sermon in Hagia Sophia. On 
the day of the inauguration of the basilica, which 
had become a mosque, he praised Sultan Mehmed 
II, saying that anyone who touched the status of 

the mosque would be “burnt” and “cursed”. Worse 
still, he held a sword in his left hand, an Otto-
man tradition. And by identifying himself with 
his conquering ancestor, he is trying to revive the 
imperial past and fulfil the dream of Turkish Isla-
mists: to re-establish the caliphate.

Official media, subservient to Erdogan, obs-
cure some important dates in Atatürk’s life. They 
now avoid mentioning the name “Atatürk”, which 
means “father of the Turks” in the local language, 
and only mention his original name: “Mustafa Ke-
mal”, in a vain attempt to diminish his pioneering 
role in the construction of the modern Turkish Re-
public. 

Erdogan can no longer bear the idea of Turkey 
remaining a Republic with well-defined borders, 

as Atatürk wanted. His ambition is to res-
tore Turkey’s imperial dimension and 

he no longer hides his intentions: 
“Turkey needs a spirit of new 

conquests”, he insists, urging the 
new generations to look to the 
future in the light of our “glo-
rious history”.

Even on the day he visited 
Atatürk’s mausoleum to pay 

his respects to his tomb, the 
day after his victory in the last 
presidential elections, Erdo-
gan did not have the nobility to 
respect the place where he had 
come to pay his respects, not 
hesitating to criticise Atatürk’s 
policy, based on secularism and 
republicanism, which he holds 
responsible for all the failures 
of today’s Turkey, saying that: 
“The system that has cost the 
country so much, due to the 
political, social and economic 

chaos it created in the past, is behind us”.
Erdogan knows that Islamists of all nationali-

ties have never forgiven Atatürk for establishing 
a modern, secular nation-state on the ruins of the 
caliphate and the Ottoman Empire, so dear to 
their hearts. This is why he is trying to convince 
his supporters throughout the Islamic world that 
he is working for the overcoming of the national 
and republican State and the re-establishment of 
the empire and the caliphate: “After 95 years of the 
existence of the republic,” he declared in 2018, “a 
strong Turkey will be born and by 2023 it will be 
one of the world’s top ten powers”. 

In reality, Erdogan is obsessed with the year 
2023 for another reason: it is the centenary year 
of the Turkish republic founded by Atatürk. A year 
that will be a nightmare for him, as it risks reviving 
the secular and modernist legacy of Kemalism and 
making its replacement by a dull Islamist Erdoga-
nism even more difficult.     

By
Hamid  
Zanaz

Writer and essayist, latest  
book published “L’Europe  

face à l’invasion islamique”  
(Editions de Paris, 2019) 
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S Pakistan and Turkey:  
When governments  
become the godfathers  
of the terrorist threat!

M
ultiple French flags and 
effigies of President 
Emmanuel Macron 
have been burnt all 
over Pakistan in the 
last couple of days as 
Prime Minister Imran 

Khan’s government encouraged political par-
ties, radical Islamic groups, lawyers and stu-
dents’ associations to come out to the streets in 
thousands against the perceived Islamophobia in 
France. 

Many more protests are planned in Lahore, 
Karachi, Islamabad and other towns by Islamic 
groups like the Tehreek-e—Labbaik Pakistan, 
Jamaat –e-Islami etc. Further, a concerted so-
cial media campaign to boycott French pro-
ducts has also been launched in the country with 
hashtags like #MacronSaySorryToMuslims, 
#FranceShameOnyou and #BoycottFrance wi-
dely being circulated.

Over the years, Pakistan has moved from being 
a Western ally in South Asia, to one that has fast 
slipped into the abyss of Islamic radicalization, 
where the mullahs control the popular narrative.  
Decades of the Pakistan Army’s policy of nurtu-
ring the radical groups have further reinforced 
their relevance, with a vast majority of the po-
pulation being influenced by them. 

As a result, while France mourned the 
shocking beheading of Samuel Paty, in Pa-
kistan, on the contrary, many welcomed this 
terrible assassinationand social media posts 
congratulated the ‘‘Chechen brother’’ who had 
‘‘avenged the insult of the Prophet Muham-
mad’’. In an article in a local Urdu newspaper, 
a member of the UN banned terrorist group Jai-
sh-e-Muhammad, endorsed the killing by calling 
it the logical outcome of Paty’s act of blasphemy.

Prime Minister of Pakistan, despite his country’s 
reputation as a safe haven for terror groups, issued 
a statement where he unabashedly lectured Pre-

sident Emmanuel Macron on ways to deny space 
to extremists. He also gave a call to the Islamic 
world to ‘‘unite against the West in order to edu-
cate them on the ways of Islam’’.  At home, he has 
encouraged the country’s vast population of radi-
calized elements to call for jihad against France. In 
fact, the leader of the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP) Khadim Hussein Rizvi -whose speeches 

swayed a Pakistani national to carry out the knife 
attack in Paris on September 25- called, in a large 
public meeting on October 23, for use of nuclear 
bombs on France! 

In a country where outraged religious feelings 
become sufficient grounds for murder, the card of 
‘Islam under threat’ is used both by the govern-
ment and its proxies to whip up popular sentiments 
against the ‘kafirs’ or non-believers. In a country, 
where the blasphemy law has been weaponised to 
target religious minorities, and numerous ‘blasphe-
mers’ are killed by mobs even before the courts can 
rule in their cases, these ‘guardians’ of Islam will 

only be too happy to target blasphemers outside.
As both Pakistan and Turkey jostle with each 

other to emerge as the torchbearer of Muslims 
worldwide, they unleash upon the free thinking 
world the dangerous trend of attacking freedom of 
religion and belief and of opinion and expression. 

Further, both Recep Tayyep Erdogen and Imran 
Khan’s reckless speeches fan feelings of hatred 
against France and encourage extremist Islamic 
groups and lone individuals to undertake terror at-
tacks. It is crucial that in these tiring times, Europe 
stands united in their actions against these forces 
of fanaticism.  

By  
Roland  

Jacquard
Writer and consultant,  

Chairman of Roland Jacquard 
Global Security Consulting 

(RJGSC)

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan at a press conference in 
Ankara on January 4, 2019.

T
he Ottoman Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan is trying to reweave 
the nationalist fibre, through 
external provocation, be-
cause he is weakened on 
the inside by a sluggish eco-
nomy and growing unpopu-

larity. It is a dangerous game because he wants 
to project himself beyond his borders and is 
once again seeking to settle scores with his 
historical Armenian enemies, whose genocide 
in 1915 was caused by Turkey. Which Erdogan 
denies. And that is a shame.

Erdogan also defies Europe, the United 
States and NATO, of which he is a member, 
and above all Russia, on three fronts: in Sy-
ria, where he provides military aid to Islamist 
rebels hostile to Bashar al-Assad supported 
by the Kremlin; in Libya, where he supports 
the camp opposed to Vladimir Putin; and in 
the Caucasus, at the heart of the Russian pre-
sident’s sphere of influence.

NATO, for its part, shows a distinct weakness 
by refusing to sanction him. Undoubtedly for 
fear of letting go the second most powerful 
army, after that of the United States, within the 
Atlantic Alliance.

Diplomats stationed in the region, for the 
most part, say that Erdogan is opening new 
fronts as a diversionary tactic because his cur-
sor is set by the 2023 presidential election. Er-
dogan fears late fallout from the Arab Spring. 
He still has in mind how his late friend, the 
Egyptian Muslim Brother, Mohamed Morsi, 
was ousted in 2013 by the military after a year 
in power.

And then, it should be recalled, first of all, 
that the Russo-Turkish alliance is an unnatural 
alliance, even if it has erased, in recent years, 
its numerous geopolitical divergences. History 

Will Biden be able to stop Erdogan’s  
neo-Ottoman expansionism?

Erdogan and Biden (then vice-president), at a press conference in Ankara, August 24, 2016.

is there to remind us that the Ottoman and Rus-
sian empires fought many wars for the domina-
tion of the Middle East. Until now, their good 
relations have been based on a common will 
to drive the West out of conflict zones and to 
take advantage of the vacuum left by Donald 
Trump’s America in the Middle East.

Today, we must ask ourselves two questions: 
Has the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict signed the 
end of this unnatural geopolitical alliance? And 
is Vladimir Putin going to want (and be able) to 
continue to use Turkey to divide NATO? For, 
by opening a third front in the Caucasus against 
Russia, Erdogan has called into question the 

status quo that Vladimir Putin maintained in 
the region.

If Turkey persists in tilting the balance of 
power, Vladimir Putin will no doubt end up 
coming out of his reserve. And the anti-Wes-
tern policy will no longer suffice to mask the 
growing differences with Ankara.

Things aren’t looking good with France 
either. It should be remembered that Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is a Muslim Brother, therefore 
an Islamist. And as such, it is unacceptable for 
him to hear Emmanuel Macron’s speech against 
the Islamist pandemic launched against the West 
and its values.

One wonders who Farettin Altun, Erdogan’s 
communications director, is mocking when he 
says that “the insidious policy of cartoons, se-
paratism against the Muslims and searches of 
mosques are not linked to freedom of expres-
sion.”

Erdogan, who had thousands of soldiers, 
lawyers, judges, politicians, journalists, Kurdish 
activists, etc... eliminated to establish his power, 
is he best placed to give lessons on freedom of 
expression? 

Erdogan wants to challenge the secular heri-
tage of Mustapha Kemal Ataturk, which dates 
back to 1924, by initiating a resurrection of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

He seeks to appear as the best defender of 
Muslims throughout the world and the leader 
of a Sunni world in which he wants to compete 
with Saudi Arabia, which he classifies as an an-
ti-Turkish axis, along with the United States, the 
United Arab Emirates and Israel. Like Vladimir 
Putin, he took advantage of the American wit-
hdrawal from the Middle East to increase his 
influence and territorial expansionism.

Through this international outbidding, Erdo-
gan aims to create a diversion to hide the chaotic 

economic situation in his country: the unem-
ployment rate is 13% and affects 26% of young 
people. And the Turkish pound is collapsing 
against the dollar. So much so that there is no 
longer a sacred union around Erdogan, despite 
all the powers he enjoys. 

His popularity is waning; his Islamist conser-
vative party, the AKP, is torn apart since its de-
feat at the 2019 municipal elections; his former 
Prime Minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, and his for-
mer Minister of Economy, have gone into op-
position. And if the presidential and legislative 
elections, scheduled for June 2023, were held 
today, he would come out losing to his republi-
can rival, Ekrem Imamoglu, who took away the 
mayor of Istanbul, held by the Islamo-conserva-
tives for 25 years. 

Weakened as never before on the inside, Er-
dogan tries to bounce back, multiplying provo-
cations and outrages on the international scene. 
But a question now arises for him: will the ar-
rival of Joe Biden force him to revise Turkey’s 
foreign policy, at a critical moment for him in-
ternally? 

Just over a year ago, Joe Biden called Erdogan 
an “autocrat” and pledged to support the Turki-
sh opposition. More recently, during the Turkish 
president’s intervention in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Joe Biden called Erdogan’s bellicose rhetoric, 
including the use of Syrian jihadist mercena-
ries to terrify the Armenian population, “irres-
ponsible”.  

For the time being, Erdogan wants to be 
conciliatory, but we cannot be fooled by his 
manoeuvres. As always. He bets on the idea 
that Joe Biden will ensure, like all his predeces-
sors, the stability of his relationship with Tur-
key, so as not to weaken the Atlantic Alliance, 
which has several hundred nuclear warhead 
missiles on Turkish soil.  

By 
Christian  
Malard
International  

policy expert and diplomatic 
consultant.

Erdogan:  
the diplomacy  
of hatred  
and duplicity
 

T
o understand today’s Tur-
key, with its attributes of 
violence and intolerance, 
one must read “I Will Ne-
ver See the World Again” 
(Actes Sud) by Turkish 
novelist, essayist and jour-

nalist Ahmet Altan. The author was impri-
soned, along with several thousand others, 
officials, intellectuals, professors, 
lawyers, judges, journalists and 
soldiers. This magnificent book 
was published in several Eu-
ropean countries, but not in 
Turkey, where it was ob-
viously censored. Ahmet 
Altan’s crime is to think. 
That’s why he was locked 
up with so many other in-
nocent people. Because 
he thinks and is therefore 
“susceptible” to think or 
believe something else that 
the Sultan of Ankara pro-
claims. 

This truth is not a cari-
cature. It is the sad reality 
of what a population un-
dergoes in a dictatorship 
regime: a policy of fear, 
manipulation and lies, 
intended in fact to hide 
the failures and the many 
wounds of the country. 
The economy, eaten away 
by the health crisis and therefore the tourism 
crisis, is collapsing; the price of the pound 
is plummeting; the Central Bank is up to its 
neck in debt. But no matter what, Erdogan’s 
talent, whose popularity is also seriously un-
dermined, is to have no shame. Rarely has one 
gone as far as he has in demagoguery, popu-
lism, excess and intimidation. It’s easy, he will 
stop at nothing and nothing stops him, espe-
cially not the European Union, torn between 
Macron and Merkel. Germany, no doubt bound 
by its demographic links with Turkey (7 mil-
lion Turks live on the other side of the Rhine) 
is in fact opposed to real sanctions. 

Let there be no mistake: the geopolitical 
weight of the Turkish diaspora in Europe is 
considerable, and the Erdogan regime never 
hesitates to mobilise it in its interest. This is 
true in Germany, of course, but France is no 
exception to the rule. According to Mehmet-
Ali Akinci, a university professor at the Uni-
versity of Rouen Normandy, “the number of 
people from Turkey is currently estimated at 
more than 700,000, more than half of whom 
have now acquired French nationality”, he 
writes in an article in France Forum (Jean 
Lecanuet Institute), before describing an 
integrated but not assimilated community: 
“Turks are described, in all the countries 
where they are present, as strongly marked 
by a high migratory awareness, erected from 
exile. This identity is built around values 
such as religion, nationalism (Turkishness) 
and nostalgic attachment to the country (Gur-
bet). This nostalgia reminds everyone of their 
exile and their foreignness to the surrounding 
society. It constitutes the emotional link to 
the land one has left or to that of one’s an-
cestors”. 

This nostalgia for a phantasmagorical land 
weighs, like a grey sky, on the souls of im-
migrants from all eternity. It was true for the 
Italians or Spaniards yesterday, it is true to-
day for the Turks. Erdogan doesn’t hesitate 
to play on this nationalist tendency to recruit 
the most exalted among them against France. 
As in Décines, near Lyon, on last 28th Oc-
tober when hundreds of Turks engaged in 

what looks like a pogrom against the 
Armenians. These Turks belonged 

to the ‘Grey Wolves’, whose 
dissolution in France has been 

effective since 3 November, 
an ultra-violent, quasi-para-
military group, close to the 
extreme right and whose 
nationalism is exacerbated 
by religion. 

Religion: this is the in-
ternational lever of Er-
dogan who, as heir to the 
Ottoman caliphs, has pro-
claimed himself the cham-
pion of all categories in the 
defence of Islam. 

With a diplomacy that 
resembles him: aggressive 
and threatening. An ar-
rogant policy made up of 
chin-kicking and martial 
and lying declarations. To 
dare, for example, to draw 
a parallel between Nazi 
Germany in the 1930s and 

Europe today, that takes some doing! Erdogan 
did so: “a lynching campaign similar to the 
one against the Jews of Europe before World 
War II is being carried out against Muslims,” 
he said last October, before calling on the 
Muslim world to boycott French products. 

This call obviously follows Macron’s state-
ments on freedom of speech, the right to ca-
ricature the Prophet Mohammed and his dis-
course on the risk of “Islamic separatism” in 
France. And precedes or continues a wave of 
insults launched by the Turkish autocrat who 
hopes that “France will get rid of the Macron 
problem as soon as possible” because with 
him, our country “is living through a very 
dangerous period”. And finally: “Emmanuel 
Macron should go for a mental health check-
up” (24 October).

A nauseating campaign of hatred, there-
fore, such as we have never seen in the rela-
tions between two NATO powers and careful-
ly, methodically orchestrated in Ankara and 
not to be taken lightly: many imams in France 
are Turkish or paid by Turkey. 

“All for that?” like Charlie Hebdo, one 
might ask. But in reality, this magazine and 
its journalists, described as “bastards” and 
“sons of bitches” by Serdar Çam, Minis-
ter of Culture and Tourism (this is seriously 
his title!), are really just a pretext. Or rather 
a further step in the disagreements between 
Macron and Erdogan, over Syria, Libya, 
immigration, the eastern Mediterranean and 
Turkey’s inflammatory policy towards Gree-
ce, and more recently over Azerbaijan and 
Armenia in Nagorno-Karabakh. All these di-
sagreements make President Macron say of 
his counterpart that “the Turkish people, who 
are a great people, deserve better”.  

By
Jean-Marie 

Montali
Journalist and essayist,  
Former deputy editor  

of Le Parisien  
and Aujourd’hui  

en France.

B
U

R
H

A
N

 O
Z

B
IL

IC
I/

A
P/

S
IP

A

C
H

IN
E

 N
O

U
V

E
L

L
E

 /
S

IP
A



SCREEN WATCH - #10 / 11 - JANUARY / APRIL 2021SCREEN WATCH - #10 / 11 - JANUARY / APRIL 2021

12 13
E

X
P

E
R

TI
SE

S Erdogan’s  
“democtatorship”  
is also a danger for  
the environment!  

I
n Turkey, as in all emerging countries, 
the greatest ecological challenge is to 
reconcile economic and social progress 
with environmental preservation. Thus, 
opting for ‘sustainable development’. 
What do we think of the environmen-
tal policy of the Turkish despot Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan, who has been in power since 
2003 and holds all the powers in his hands, in-
cluding the army, the judiciary and the media? 
What is Turkey’s current record on sustainable 
development? And is the official discourse on 
the environment credible? 

A few words are in order: there are unde-
niable advances in terms of sustainability, but 
they are marred by ambiguities, the instrumen-
talization of environmental issues, inconsisten-
cies and numerous blunders.

It is true that Turkey has made real progress 
in reforestation. But the law on “nature and 
biodiversity conservation” has been suspended, 
which has made industrial and urbanisation 
projects in natural areas possible once again, as 
long as they meet a “higher public interest”, a 
very vague notion. And when we know to what 
extent Erdogan does not hesitate to sacrifice 
the economy on the altar of his authority, what 
about sustainable development?

His approach to sustainable development 
oscillates between a declared voluntarism that 
leads to progress and an instrumentalization of 
environmental issues used for political purpo-
ses or in confused, even incoherent postures. In 
November 2017, for example, he emphasised 
the key role of the Black Sea Economic Coo-
peration (BSEC) in promoting sustainable de-
velopment as a driving force in the fight against 
poverty, while Turkey held the presidency of 
this organisation. In September 2019, during a 
meeting at the Sustainable Development Goals 
summit (SDGs), Erdogan did not hesitate to 
threaten not to ratify the Paris agreement if he 
was not supported.

However, there has been an expansion of re-
newable energy at the expense of coal, and Tur-
key, an energy-importing country, has invested 
heavily in domestic and renewable resources 
over the years. But the motivation for this po-
licy was not nature conservation, but rather to 
reduce the country’s dependence on external 
resources for electricity generation. 

The Turkish government has set a target of 
30% renewable energy for its national electri-
city production by 2023. This ambition is all the 
more important as Turkey is the second largest 
electricity consumer in the world after China.

Among the renewable energies, Turkey opts 
mainly for hydro and, to a lesser extent, ther-
mal and wind power. Next comes solar energy, 
which remains an energy field of the future for 
the country.

Turkey has 673 dams on its territory. The 
control of water resources is a priority. Conti-
nuous efforts have also led to Turkey’s ranking 
as the fourth largest country in the world in 
terms of installed geothermal energy capacity. 
The country is also the third largest in Europe 
in terms of wind energy. And the world’s lar-
gest photovoltaic park has started operating in 
central Turkey, in the province of Konya.

In an economic environment composed 
mainly of SMEs, Turkey is promoting the im-
plementation of social and environmental res-
ponsibility (SER) within companies. Practices 
such as waste treatment and recycling and the 
reduction of greenhouse gases are increasingly 
common in the country.

In the fight against waste, Turkey has passed 
a law requiring supermarkets to charge for 
plastic bags. This has resulted in a 75% drop 
in their use. Similarly, one of the most inno-
vative eco-responsible measures in the fight 
against pollution has been the implementation 
of a project by the municipality of Istanbul to 
promote recycling. Istanbul residents can now 
recharge their transport cards with recycled 
plastic bottles!

In terms of reforestation, Turkey is one of the 
countries with the largest reforestation efforts 
in the world. The “Let’s Build a Greener Tur-
key Together” project, which aims to raise ci-
tizens’ awareness of environmental protection, 
has been a great success. Up to 2018, and wit-
hin sixteen years, the country has planted 4.039 
billion tree seedlings. On National Reforesta-
tion Day, 11 November 2019, Turkey entered 
the Guinness Book of Records, as 303,150 
trees were planted in the Turkish province of 
Corum and 11 million in the whole country. 

But all these efforts were in vain, as 90% of 
the trees did not survive the drought and died 
before January 2020. And despite such a failure, 
the Turkish Minister of Agriculture was quick 
to announce that 82 million saplings would be 
planted throughout the country by the end of 
2020! 

One of the most recent examples put forward 
by the Erdogan regime to “ensure a healthier 
and greener environment for citizens” is the 
opening of “People’s Parks”. President Erdogan 
inaugurated 5 “People’s Parks” in Istanbul in 
November 2018, while announcing that 33 more 
“People’s Parks” would follow, in eighteen pro-
vinces.

However, this façade of ecologism main-
tained by Erdogan’s “democtatorship” does not 
succeed in masking his serious environmental 
blunders. While Turkey is already highly criti-
cised for its policy of excessive water capture 
through dams, Erdogan announced, in January 
2020, a pharaonic project, which has no other 

aim than to satisfy his madness for grandeur and 
which consists in digging a canal in Istanbul that 
could compete with those of Suez and Panama!

Erdogan argues that this canal would provi-
de Istanbul with a new pole of attractiveness, 
in addition to relieving the Bosphorus, one of 
the most congested straits in the world. Howe-
ver, this pharaonic project, which was already 
abandoned for the first time in 2018 due to the 
economic crisis in Turkey, may never see the 
light of day. It is now facing a categorical veto 
from the new mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem Ima-
moglu, Erdogan’s main opponent and one of 
the rising figures of the Republican People’s 
Party, which won the Istanbul mayor’s office 
from Erdogan’s AKP in June 2019. 

For Emamoglu, the “Erdogan canal”, whose 
cost is estimated at more than 11 billion euros, 
is a “criminal project”, because in addition to 
wasting public money, it represents a disaster 
for the environment and threatens to increase 
seismic risks!   

By  
Fabienne  
Durand

Political scientist  
and consultant,  

specialist in  
environmental issues.

An old man feeding seagulls on a jetty along the Bosphorus, on January 8, 2019.

E
ven though the negotiations 
between Greek and Turkish Cy-
priots were moving forward at 
the speed of a rheumatic turtle, 
the goal was still the reunifica-
tion of the island. By favouring 
the election of Ersin Tatar, Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan intends to impose a definitive 
secession between the north and the south of the 
island. Brussels, as usual, did not even raise its 
voice.      

Does the name Varosha ring a bell? Probably 
not if you are under fifty. It is a southern district 
of the town of Famangusta, the main seaside re-
sort in Cyprus before the Turkish military inter-
vention in 1974. Since then, Varosha has become 
a ghost town abandoned by its inhabitants. Bou-
gainvilleas, philodendrons and hibiscus grow in 
the middle of the torn down buildings. Right on 
the borderline between the Republic of Cyprus, 
a member of the European Union, and the Tur-
kish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), a 
State only recognised by Turkey, Varosha beach 
is still in a no-go zone. 

This did not prevent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
from picnicking there and announcing the for-
thcoming reopening of Varosha in the middle of 
the presidential election campaign. And it was 
his favourite, Ersin Tatar, 60 years old, who was 

Has Erdogan definitely buried  
the Cyprus reunification project?

Erdogan alongside the new President of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Ersin 

Tatar, in Varosha, November 15, 2020.

elected president of the TRNC on 18 October, 
with 51.69% of the vote, beating the outgoing 
president, Mustafa Akinci, although he was the 
big favourite.              

This social-democrat, even if he didn’t put 
a lot of good will into it, remained a supporter 
of the reunification of this small island of 9,200 
km2, populated by 1.2 million inhabitants, most-
ly Greeks. On the other hand, his opponent, Er-
sin Tatar, a pro-Turkish nationalist, close to the 
master of Ankara, claimed a definitive indepen-
dence from the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC), before a probable attachment 
to Turkey. 

For the record, between 1570 and 1878, the 
island of Cyprus belonged to the Ottoman Em-
pire, before being ceded to the United Kingdom, 
and becoming independent in 1960. 

Coming just after the Turkish intervention in 
the recent war between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan, the intervention - this time pacifist - of the 
Turkish president in the presidential elections 
in the northern part of Cyprus did not make 
the headlines. However, it reveals that Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is not ready to restrain his spirit 
of conquest, particularly in the Mediterranean, 
right under the nose of Europeans.     

Of course, it is not the beach of Varosha that 
interests the Turkish president first and fore-
most, but more surely the gigantic gas fields in 
the south of Cyprus. 

But to understand the stakes, let’s go back 
over the history of this island situated only 65 
kilometers from Turkey, in the north, and 100 
kilometers from Syria, in the east. If in 1878, the 
Sublime Porte ceded Cyprus to the British in the 

form of a lease of 500,000 dollars per year, the 
United Kingdom did not really take possession 
of it until 1914. It made it a colony. 

At that time, the Greek Cypriots were 
overwhelmingly in favour of a unification with 
Greece. On 16 August 1960, Makarios III, the 
orthodox archbishop of Nicosia, became the 
first president of the Republic of Cyprus. The 
vice-president is a Turkish Cypriot. The United 
Kingdom retains two large military bases, at 
Akrotiri and Dhekelia. But the island is soon 
torn apart by intercommunal violence. In 1974, 
Makarios III was overthrown in a coup sup-
ported by the Greek military dictatorship. Tur-
key immediately sent 10,000 soldiers who, in a 
few hours, seized 38% of the territory, chasing 
200,000 Greek Cypriots from the north of the 
island. It was the operation known as “Attila”. 
In the Greek part, in the south, Makarios III be-
came president again.  

It was not until 1983 that the Turks announced 
the creation of the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC), which is only recognised in 
the world by Ankara. However, Baku should 
soon follow, in recognition of the Turkish in-
tervention in Azerbaijan’s war against Armenia. 
Since the 1974 coup de force, the physiognomy 
of the north of the island has been totally modi-
fied. On the one hand, the Turkish armed forces 
permanently maintain 30,000 men on this small 
territory (3,355 km2 , less than a French depart-
ment). On the other hand, Ankara has installed 
some 120,000 Turks there. As a result, the Tur-
kish Cypriots have become a minority in their 
own “country”.  

Nevertheless, since Cyprus’s accession to the 
European Union, negotiations have been focused 
on future reunification. A reunification accepted 
by the majority of Turkish Cypriots, but rejected 
in 2004 by Greek Cypriots, as it only foresaw the 
return of 40,000 of them (instead of 200,000) to 
the north of the island. But in October 2020, the 
new president of this entity not recognised by the 

international community and President Erdogan 
put an end to this fiction: Cyprus will be defini-
tively cut in two. On one side the West, on the 
other the new Ottoman Empire!   

However, this strategy is not new. Already in 
the 1980s, President Turgut Özal declared that 
Cyprus was “extremely vital from the point of 
view of our security. It shall therefore not be in 
the hands of our enemies. The existence of the 
Turks in the North is a guarantee in this direc-
tion”. Today, there is also an arm wrestling for 
control of the eastern Mediterranean and its en-
ergy resources. “There are two populations and 
two separate states in Cyprus. We need talks for a 
solution based on two separate states”, says Ersin 
Tatar, the new president. The TRNC and Turkey 
want to be involved from now on in the sharing 
of gas and the resulting resources. This challen-
ges the agreements that Nicosia has made with 
Lebanon, Israel and Egypt and the granting of 
drilling concessions with several oil companies, 
including the French Total and the Italian Eni. 

Le Figaro recalls that in January 2020, the Cy-
priot Republic “signed an agreement with Gree-
ce and Israel for the construction of a submarine 
pipeline capable of transporting 10 billion cubic 
metres of gas to Europe every year”. 

Since then, these countries have been joined 
by Italy, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority. 
The challenge for Turkey is to integrate, even by 
force, into this EastMed Gas Forum. When we 
note Brussels’ inaction, we can only imagine that 
Ankara will not have too much difficulty in im-
posing itself at the negotiating table, even if the 
guests are only moderately happy to welcome it. 

Why bother? Turkey is already organising 
“seismic research and illegal drilling in the 
maritime zones of the Republic of Cyprus, de-
limited in accordance with international law,” 
comments Kyriakos Koushos, spokesman for 
the Republic of Cyprus, in Spectacle du Monde. 
In this case a seismic research vessel, escorted 
by three Turkish military frigates.          

By 
Ian  

Hamel
Journalist and writer,  

specialist on  
the Muslim Brotherhood

Support our  
anti-terrorist watch 
and resistance  
to extremism  
and fanaticism...  

Subscribe to 
our magazine 
Screen Watch

Cut out this subscription coupon and send it to:
Global Watch Analysis

5 impasse des Prêtres - 75116 - Paris

For three months you will receive our magazine  
and its supplements free of charge. At the end of  

this trial period, we will send you a charged subscription  
form to fill in and return to us. You can then confirm  

your subscription or cancel it at no cost.   

Name:  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................

First name:   ..................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone: ..............................................................................................................................................................................................

E-mail: ...............................................................................................................................................................................................

Postal address:   ........................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Free Welcome Offer 

  3 months free subscription 

After this period, four options are available:  

  6 months subscription: €30

  1 year subscription: €50

  2 years subscription: €80

  Support subscription: 1 year: €...... / 2 years: €......   

Or

scan the QR code
to complete the online 
subscription form

A
P/

S
IP

A

A
R

N
A

U
D

 A
N

D
R

IE
U

/
S

IP
A



SCREEN WATCH - #10 / 11 - JANUARY / APRIL 2021SCREEN WATCH - #10 / 11 - JANUARY / APRIL 2021

14 15
IN

V
ES

TI
G

AT
IO

N
S

The future boulevard linking Ankara to 
Baku will pass through southern Armenia
The recent war lost by the Armenians does not only 
affect the Nagorno-Karabakh region. The ceasefire 
requires Yerevan to provide a corridor on its territory 
between the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and 
the rest of Azerbaijan. This is, in fact, a future highway 
linking Turkish territory to the Caspian Sea.  

By Ian Hamel, special correspondent 
in Yerevan (Armenia)

I
n the midst of the recent 44-day war 
between Armenia, Azerbaijan and Tur-
key, Ararat Mirzoyan, the chairman of the 
National Assembly, said that Baku’s real 
motives were to ‘‘eliminate Armenia from 

the political map’’. He added: ‘‘If we abandon 
Artsakh [Nagorno-Karabakh], we will abandon 
Meghri, and then Yerevan’’. Meghri is a town 
of less than 5,000 souls in the far south of Ar-
menia, a short drive from the Iranian border. 
Its name was mentioned several times in the 
2000s during secret negotiations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan. At the time, the aim was 
to cede the Latchine corridor, linking Armenia 
to Nagorno-Karabakh, in exchange for the Me-
ghri corridor. A corridor of 35 to 40 kilometres 
that would have allowed Nakhchivan to reach 
the rest of Azerbaijan by road. Negotiations 
failed, and no one had pulled the Meghri cor-
ridor out of the drawers for two decades.

van must either fly or pass through Iran, which 
has a checkered relationship with Azerbaijan.         

       
A GEOSTRATEGIC ADVANTAGE 
FOR ERDOGAN

Ilham Aliyev is particularly keen on this 
corridor to open up this autonomous republic 
because his father, President Heydar Aliyev, 
was born in 1923 in Nakhchivan, the capital 
of Nakhchivan. “The president of the Arme-
nian National Assembly did not tell the truth: 
we never wanted to take over the south of 
Armenia, we are only asking for a corridor,” 
says Elchin Amirbayov, former Azerbaijani 
ambassador to France, now diplomatic adviser 
to Mehriban Aliyeva, wife of the president and 
first vice-president of Azerbaijan. The diplo-
mat nevertheless wishes to point out that the 
region stretching from the Zanguezur massif to 
the borders of Iran - in other words, the whole 
of southern Armenia - belonged to the first 
Azerbaijan republic, which lasted from 1918 
to 1920.

This corridor will have to be built in a moun-
tainous, difficult-to-access, sparsely populated 
area of southern Armenia over a length of about 

Trucks on the  
construction site of what  

the Azeris nickname 
 ‘‘Highway of Victory’’,  

in the district of Shusha,  
on February 27, 2021.

Ben Laden, 
la destruction 

programmée de 
l’Occident, Jean 
Picollec Editeur, 
Paris, April 2004 

NAGORNO KARABAKH 

forty kilometres and a width of about ten. The 
future motorway will allow the inhabitants of 
Nakhchivan - but also of Turkey - and goods to 
reach Baku, the capital, and the Caspian Sea! 

Thanks to this geostrategic advantage, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan will be able to further increase 
his influence over Central Asia. “The Turkish 
cities near this border [between Turkey and 
Nakhchivan], but also certain Turkish and Eu-
ropean business circles, have been waiting for 
the opening of such a traffic corridor for a long 
time,” Hakan Gunes, an associate professor at 
the Department of Political Science at Istanbul 
University and a specialist in the Caucasus, 
told Le Monde. 

Once again, the West is absent. The Minsk 
Group, created in 1992 to try to find a peace-
ful and negotiated resolution between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, is still co-chaired by the US, 
France and Russia. But did Vladimir Putin 
even bother to inform the American president 
or Emmanuel Macron when he declared the 
ceasefire between Armenians and Azeris?  

On the other hand, Turkey has already ob-
tained the right to participate in a joint cease-
fire observation centre, which will be set up on 
Azerbaijani territory. Hulusi Akar, the Turkish 
Defence Minister, announced that his country 
will not only be at the negotiating table, but also 
on the ground regarding Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Nevertheless, it remains to be seen who will 
control the Meghri corridor. Will it be Russia? 
Azerbaijan with Turkey? 

And will Armenia even have a say in this 
highway built on its territory?   

Document

Islamo-leftism does exist... and what’s more, it kills!
The term “Islamo-leftism” is controversial. 
Imprecise and too conflating, we prefer, at 
Global Watch Analysis, the more explicit terms 
“leftist collaborators of Islamism” or “useful 
idiots of Islam”! However, “Islamo-leftism”, 
in the sense of the compromise of certain 
components or movements of the extreme left 
with Islamism (political or jihadist) does exist. A 
long investigation carried out in 2004, for the 
needs of our book “Ben Laden, la destruction 
programmée de l’Occident” published that 
year by Jean Picollec, shows that this “Islamo-
leftism” does not only kill the debate of ideas in 
French universities!

By Roland Jacquard  
and Atmane Tazaghart 

EXCERPTS:
The bloody attacks that struck 

Madrid on 11 March 2004, kil-
ling 201 people and injuring 
more than 1,500, were distur-
bing in many ways. Several 
clues led to al-Qaeda and the 
Basque independence organisa-
tion ETA.

[…]
Firstly, there was the nature 

of the explosive used, a parti-
cular type of dynamite, never 
used by al-Qaeda before, but 
which the Basques had been 
using regularly since the early 
1980s. Another disturbing fact 
is that on 25 December 2003, 
an etarra was arrested at the 
San Sebastian railway station in 
possession of a suitcase contai-
ning 28 kilos of the same type 
of explosive. 

[…]

SECRET ALLIANCE 
BETWEEN ETA AND 
AL-QAEDA?

How can it be explained 
that explosives sold to an ETA 
network could, in this way, reach 
the Spanish cells of al-Qaeda?

A terrorist collaboration 
between these two organisa-
tions seems, at first sight, un-
thinkable, so unnatural is the al-
liance between them. However, 
a lengthy investigation started 
in March 2002 revealed that 
al-Qaeda had in the past already 
subcontracted logistical aid and 
the supply of explosives to ETA 
and other leftist terrorist orga-
nisations of the so-called “Eu-
ropean type”, such as the Ita-
lian Red Brigades, the Spanish 
GRAPO or the Greek ‘‘17 No-
vember’’.

It all began in late March 
2002, when Moroccan priso-
ner Abderahmane Hamidou, 
detained in Guantanamo Bay, 

revealed to American inves-
tigators a plan for a maritime 
attack on NATO ships as they 
passed through Gibraltar.

On the basis of this informa-
tion, a joint investigation by the 
CIA and the Moroccan DST 
made it possible to locate an 
al-Qaeda “Moroccan cell” res-
ponsible for carrying out this 
attack. However, before dis-
mantling it in early May 2002, 
American and Moroccan inves-
tigators decided to monitor its 
activities, movements and re-
lations for more than a month.

They then discovered with 
amazement that the members 
of this cell, Moroccans and 
Saudis, were making contact, 
during their sightings in Gibral-
tar, with members of ETA who 
were to provide them with the 
Zodiacs and explosives planned 
to attack NATO ships!

Two months after the failure 
of this operation in Gibraltar, 
other clues came to support 

the thesis of a secret alliance 
between al-Qaeda and Euro-
pean terrorist organisations with 
nationalist or leftist demands.

This was demonstrated by 
the arrest in Athens on 17 July 
2002 of the historic leader of the 
far-left group ‘‘17 November’’, 
Alexander Giatopoulos.

[…]
In the home of this Fran-

co-Greek, born in Paris in 1944, 
the investigators discovered im-
pressive archives retracing the 
bloody itinerary of his organisa-

tion. Among the mass of docu-
ments seized, a photo intrigued 
the investigators: it showed Gia-
topoulos in Afghan clothing in 
an al-Qaeda training camp!

By looking through the ar-
chives of Giatopoulos, it was es-
tablished that the links between 
‘‘17 November’’ and al-Qaeda 
dated back to autumn 1998.

Greek leftists were fascinated 
by the “resounding victory” that 
Osama Bin Laden’s men had 
just won against the Ameri-
can “imperialist monster” du-

ring the attacks on the American 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam.

CARLOS, ABU  
NIDAL, BIN LADEN 
AND THE “AFGHAN 
ARABS”!

It was during this same pe-
riod that Carlos, another histo-
rical figure of leftist terrorism, 
also gave his support to Osa-
ma Bin Laden. In an interview 
with one of the authors, he af-
firmed that “revolutionary Is-
lamism” had ‘‘taken over from 
communism, to become the 
spearhead of the anti-imperialist 
world struggle”.

[…] 
On the other hand, Carlos - a 

convert to Islam since 1975 - 
does not deny having been in 
contact with Osama Bin Laden in 
Sudan, even if he skilfully avoids 
dwelling on the subject.

During an interview with one 

of the authors in July 1999, when 
asked: Is it true that you knew or 
met Osama Bin Laden in Sudan? 
And what was the nature of your 
contacts with him?” he simply 
replied: “It’s no coincidence that 
Sheikh Osama, other revolutio-
naries and mujahideen and my-
self stayed in Sudan at the same 
time!”

Carlos was not, moreover, the 
only “leftist revolutionary” to 
ally himself with Osama Bin 
Laden. In an exclusive inter-
view with one of the authors, 
Khalid Awad, a member of 
the central committee of the 
Abu Nidal Organisation, re-
vealed the existence of connec-
tions between his organisation 
and al-Qaeda during the period 
when these two groups had their 
bases in Sudan, during the first 
half of the 1990s.

“When Abu Nidal wanted to 
seek a new refuge from Libya, 
he says, he chose Sudan. He be-
gan preparing for this transfer, 
buying farms and residences 
in the country where al-Qaeda 
was already based. There was 
no contact or coordination at the 
organic level between the two 
organisations. What happened 
was that Abu Nidal’s executives 
broke away after arriving in Su-

dan and joined al-Qaeda. There 
were between 100 and 120 of 
them. They were mainly milita-
ry leaders specialised in training 
in the handling of explosives 
and small arms. They certainly 
played an important role in the 
training of al-Qaeda fighters in 
al-Qaeda camps, in Sudan at the 
time, and then in Afghanistan. 
[…]”

BIN LADEN’S  
LEFTIST COMRADES!

This trend was further confir-
med after the attacks of 9/11. In 
their turn, the Italian Red Bri-
gades succumbed to the fascina-
tion of Islamo-Jihadism. During 
the arrest of an al-Qaeda cell that 
was preparing a maritime attack 
in Venice on 10 July 2002, the 
Italians got their hands on clues 
that established the existence of 
contacts between al-Qaeda and 
the Red Brigades.

[…]
A few weeks later, the secret 

alliance between al-Qaeda and 

the Italian Red Brigades was 
confirmed by a report by the Ita-
lian intelligence services, drawn 
up at the request of a parliamen-
tary committee and made public 
on 7 August 2002.

This alliance was later offi-
cially claimed by Nadia Desde-
mona Lioce, an important bri-
gadist figure, who was arrested 
on 2 March 2003 following a 
bloody shooting on board the 
Rome-Florence train.

During her appearance in 
front of the anti-terrorist judge 
Ferdinando Pomarici, Lioce re-
fused to answer questions and 
limited herself to reading a long 
16-pages manifesto in which she 
explained her action and clai-
med the Red Brigades’ “politi-
cal and military solidarity” with 
al-Qaeda. She justified this po-
sition by “the need to bring the 
support of the urban proletariat 
of the European countries to 
the Arab and Islamic masses 
expropriated and humiliated, in 
order to counter the Israeli-An-
glo-American aims”.  

Ararat Mirzoyan, a close associate of Nikol 
Pachinian, the Armenian Prime Minister, was 
lynched by an angry crowd when the ceasefire 
was announced, and Yerevan surrendered. But 
the chairman of the National Assembly was 
right. 

While public opinion in Armenia, as in the 
West, is focused on Nagorno-Karabakh, Ilham 
Aliyev, the Azeri president, has succeeded in 
imposing in the agreement (according to clause 
9) the setting up of the Meghri corridor. 

To try to understand the strategic importance 
of this corridor, it is worth looking at a geogra-
phy map. 

To the west of Armenia, Azerbaijan has an 
enclave, Nakhchivan, which is as large as a 
French department (5,500 km2) and has a popu-
lation of 400,000. It is an arid and mountainous 
region. This small autonomous republic has 
borders with Turkey, Iran and Armenia, but has 
no territorial continuity with the rest of Azer-
baijan. 

To reach Baku, the inhabitants of Nakhchi-
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Erdogan, the new godfather  
of Islamic fascism

I
ncreasingly strong, increasingly insane. Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan enthroned himself as the 
“second conqueror” of Hagia Sophia basilica 
after Mehmet II in 1453. He proclaimed it in 
his “message to the nation” broadcast on tele-

vision on that funeral day - July 10, 2020 - when 
Ataturk’s 1934 decree transforming the building 
into a museum was rescinded. Mustapha Kemal 
had given back to humanity the basilica, jewel of 
Christianity for 916 years, then flagship mosque 
of the Ottoman Empire for five centuries. He 
wanted to put an end to the Islam-Western divide 
and ease conflicts. Erdogan, on the other hand, is 
turning them back on. 

With the conversion of Hagia Sophia Basili-
ca into a mosque, the Turkish president speaks 
jihad. “Today, he says, Turkey has rid itself of a 
shame. The resurrection of Hagia Sophia heralds 
the liberation of the Al-Aqsa Mosque!” A call for 
holy war around the mosque of Jerusalem, the 
epicentre of the Israeli-Palestinian inferno in a 
conflict that has changed in nature from a just 
territorial claim to an uncontrollable religious 
passion. In reality, the third intifada announced 
by Hamas is nevertheless long overdue: the Pa-
lestinians are much more concerned about the 
coronavirus and the economic crisis. But Erdo-
gan’s agents will make it their sacred duty, on the 
appropriate day, to fan the flames in Jerusalem. 
During several bloody episodes in recent years, 
their influence has been regained under the co-
ver of pseudo-humanitarian organizations. They 
have also penetrated the Islamic Movement, 
which is now an illegal organization. Its founder, 
Sheikh Raed Saleh, an Israeli Arab, advocated 
the murder of two Druze policemen guarding the 
mosque esplanade in July 2017.

Erdogan therefore wants to be the “recon-
queror”. Still more false. It would be insulting 
to the sultans who created a civilization to attri-
bute this title to a megalomaniacal destroyer ob-
sessed with rewriting a history larger than him-
self. From his first electoral victories, he played 
with the fire of symbols. From the balcony of 
his party, the AKP, in Ankara, he launched to 
the ecstatic crowd: “Today, Baghdad and Beirut, 
Gaza, Ramallah, Jerusalem have won as much 
as Izmir! The Middle East, the Caucasus and the 
Balkans have won as much as Turkey!”

European naivety has served him well, with 
the tragedy of migrants which he uses as black-
mail. This is a consequence of the regional chaos 
to which he powerfully contributed, first in Syria 
and then in Libya, where his support was deci-
sive in saving the Fayez Sarraj regime. 

In this affair, he was guided by three logics. 
Firstly, the taste for an energy raid because the 
Libyan subsoil contains Africa’s large oil re-
serves. Then the fantasy of historical revenge: 
Libya was a former Ottoman possession. Finally, 
its ideological agenda since Sarraj protects the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

sive today - think of the despair of the last 
Christians of the East - as his position seems 
curiously uncertain on the inner scene. In the 
municipal elections of 2019, he lost several 
large cities including Ankara and Istanbul, now 
administered by the CHP, the Kemalist and se-
cular opposition party. The transformation of 
Hagia Sophia into a mosque thus constitutes a 
challenge to the new strongman of Istanbul, its 
mayor Ekrem Imamoglu. 

The spectre of defeat exasperates the Turkish 
president’s hubris all the more. The Franco-Tur-
kish academic Nora Seni, a figure of intellectuals 
in exile, recalls with concern the remarks made 
in November 2019 on the occasion of the 6th 
convention of Religion. “Erdogan said there that 
Islam should henceforth be placed at the centre of 
citizens’ lives,” she said. It is not Islam that will 
act according to us,” he promised, “it is we who 
will act according to Islam. Even if it is painful 
for us, we will install at the centre of our lives, 
not the conditions of the time, but the command-
ments of our religion!” What jihadist would not 
dream of such a declaration made, not on the 
videos of insurgent tribes, but at the summit of a 
powerful state, interlocutor of Washington, Mos-
cow, Teheran, Beijing and Brussels? 

Thus, before our eyes, on our doorstep, Erdo-
gan is building Islamic fascism!   

Erdogan poses inside Hagia Sophia Basilica, on July 19, 2020, days after it was announced that it would be 
transformed into a mosque.
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Born in 
Beyoglu, 
Istanbul.

It is hard to understand how Europe could 
have been mistaken for so long about this de-
sire for Islamist power. Emmanuel Macron’s 
awakening is real but late. It was in the win-
ter of 2019 that he evoked a “NATO in a state 
of cerebral death”: Turkey, which is still a 
member, was multiplying provocations. The 
French President reiterated his statement after 
the attack on a French frigate by a Turkish fri-
gate in June 2020. 

Erdogan’s violence is all the more explo-

Elected 
mayor of 
Istanbul.

Sentenced to 
10 months in prison 
for “inciting hatred”, 
after having declared, 
during a meeting in 
Siirt: “The minarets 
will be our bayonets, 
the domes our helmets, 
the mosques will be  
our barracks and the 
believers our soldiers ”.

Appointed 
Prime Mi-
nister, he will 
remain in this 
post for 11 
years.

Elected  
President of 
the Republic, 
he will be 
reelected for a 
second term in 
June 2018.
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